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Nick Lowe
Thursday, March 10th
Holland Performing Arts Center
www.ticketomaha.com for tix

Monday
March 28th
@ 6pm
Zoo Bar, Lincoln

SAMANTHA
FISH
Thursday
March 17th @ 6 pm
Zoo Bar, Lincoln
Saturday
March 19th @ 8 pm
21st Saloon, Omaha

March 3rd................................................... Chris Duarte Group ($10)
March 5th (Sat. 8 pm).....Kris Lager Band ($10 With First Drink Free)
March 10th........................................................... Johnny Rawls ($10)
March 12th.................................................................................... TBA
March 17th..............................St Pat’s with The Joe Krown Trio ($10)
March 19th (Sat. 8 pm)...................................... Samantha Fish ($15)
March 24th................................................... 24th Street Wailers ($10)
March 26th (Sat. 8 pm)............................... Katy G and the Girls($10)
March 31st.......................................... Ghost Town Blues Band ($10)
April 2nd (Sat. 8 pm)......................Laura Rain and the Caesars ($10)
April 7th........................................ Eddy “The Chief” Clearwater ($15)
April 9th (Sat. 8 pm)........................ The Harlis SweetwaterBand($10)
April 14th..................................................... Selwyn Birchwood ($10)
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Please consider switching to the GREEN VERSION of Blues Notes. You will be saving the planet
while saving BSO some expense. Contact Sher Dostal at membership@omahablues.com
to switch to e-mail delivery and get the scoop days before snail mail members!

BLUES ON THE RADIO:
Mondays 1pm-3pm on KIOS 91.5 “Blues in the Afternoon” with Mike Jacobs
You can listen to the live stream at www.kios.org
Sundays 9am-Noon on KIWR 89.7 Rick Galusha’s “PS Blues”
Pacific Street Blues & Americana podcast:
http://kiwrblues.podOmatic.com/entry/2010-02-03T11_00_49-08_00
Lincoln’s KZUM Radio - Nebraska’s only community radio,
and you can listen to it on the web at KZUM.org.
Monday – 3:00-6:00pm “World Gone Wrong Blues”
Tuesday – 3:00-6:00pm “Group W Blues”
Wednesday – 3:00-6:00pm “My Deja Blues”
Thursday – 3:00-6:00pm “Every Kind of Blue”
Friday – 1:00-3:00pm “Women’s Blues & Boogie” • 3:00-4:30pm “Hudson Blues”
Friday – 4:30-6:00pm “Highway Blues”

BLUES NEWS • BLUES SOCIETY OF OMAHA

PAGE 3

THE CHRIS DUARTE GROUP
Thursday, March 3rd @ 6pm • $10 • 21st Saloon, 96th & L Street, Omaha, NE
Friday, March 4th @ 5 pm (FAC) • Zoo Bar, 136 N. 14th, Lincoln, NE

To classify Chris Duarte simply as a Blues
Man is an understatement. In his own
words, “Rockin’ Blues” or ”Punk Blues”
describes him best. “Ferocious blues” also
fits. Legend has it that Chris will play so
hard that his fingers bleed in a set. The
legend is true. Photos attest.
Chris Duarte is a road warrior playing
more than 150 dates a year. As well,
Chris has headlined major festivals and
clubs throughout the US, Canada and
Europe.
Chris is a savant, a sorcerer of tone, a
master at channeling the spirits and
sounds of great musicians of our past,
while remaining completely recognizable in his own sound.
He has shared his stage with many of the greatest musicians of our time as well as the multitude of “young lions”
and local musicians he meets on the road. From his many
years as a side man in Austin, he easily changes roles from
front to side, graciously allowing all to share the conversation of the jam.
Duarte’s music is ever changing. In many interviews, he
has said “Music must evolve.” His own early offerings often
become magical journeys into changing tempo and jazzy
interludes before returning to their core. With such a vast
catalog of recordings, there are no two shows alike. Every

set list is different, and each song may
be offered distinctly, based on the feel
of a show and the audience. For those
reasons, loyal fans often return to a Chris
Duarte show again and again, and always walk away awed and satisfied to
have witnessed such a legendary, but
humble guitarist.
The Chris Duarte Group emerged on the
scene out of Austin, Texas in the early
90’s and gained notoriety after wowing
a packed room of industry insiders at the
South X Southwest convention. In the
wake of Stevie Ray Vaughan’s passing,
Duarte quickly gained a National reputation as young man imbued with a playing style comparable
at times to the late guitarist. After fielding interest from a
number of labels, Duarte signed to Silvertone Records and
his debut album “Texas Sugar/Strat Magik” reportedly sold
in excess of 100,000 units in the United States, no small feat
for a blues/rock guitarist. This coupled with Duarte’s strong
commitment to touring, was the impetus for Chris’ winning
the “Best New Talent” in Guitar Player’s 1995 Reader’s Poll.
He also finished fourth in the magazine’s “Best Blues Guitarist” category that year behind legends Eric Clapton, Buddy
Guy and B.B. King.
From the Chris Duarte Group Website

Check out B.J. Huchtemann’s column Hoodoo Blues each week in the Omaha READER
for info on upcoming shows and other news in the roots-blues music scene.
Look for B.J.’s byline under the Music tab at thereader.com
BSO CORPORATE SPONSORS
BLUE CLUB
7 Oaks Investments
Paul Gerber
Dan and Lanae Grieb
Kit & Pam Kelley
Royce M Kreitman
Terry O’Halloran
CORPORATE
Mitch Bolte
Jim Bradford, Jr.
Chick Ganz
Conrad Good
Paul Scott Hoagbin Blues Band

Craig Kelley, Inserra &
Kelley Law Firm
Steve & Lisa Krueger
Roger & Sheri Slosson
Dan Van Houten
Richard Wolken
Bel Air Merchant’s Association
Christy Rossiter &
112 North Duck
Mama’s Pizza West
Ra Neurological – RDS Skin Care
West Point Rack

SPECIAL
Bill Bahrke
Matthew Barges
Mo Barry
Glenn Bauer
Kenny & Linda Benton
John Campbell
Geoff Clark
Jerry Cyza
David & Kristine Evans
Mike & Sally Hansen
Rick Hillyard
Troy & Susan Krupicka
Jo Mach
Vanessa Marie

Daniel Meyer
Greg and Leslie Nichols
John Pollack & Karen Berry
Mikel Schmidt & Leslie Eurek
Ann Scolaro
Sid Sidner
Tim Sorrell
Ernest Sutherlin
Bob & Becky Swift
Rodney Thorngate
Greg Virant & Lynn Kost Virant
Down Under Lounge
Hawk’s BBQ,
Chris & Brenda Hawkinson
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What’s New with BluesEd?
PARENT’S PERSPECTIVE ON VOODOO VINYL’S BIG ADVENTURE TO THE IBC
Beale Street, Memphis, TN, Jan 26-30, 2016
The parents of Voodoo Vinyl band members that were fortunate enough to be able to go to Memphis for the Youth
Showcase at the International Blues Challenge had a oncein-a-lifetime experience. We are very grateful to the Blues
Society of Omaha and BluesEd program for the support they
provided to our sons, daughters, and families. We are also
most appreciative to the 21st Saloon for setting up the pretrip gig for Voodoo Vinyl to further hone their Beale Street
set. It is difficult to sum up our feelings from this amazing
trip to one of the top places of musical convergence in the
world, but we’ll give it a shot in the form of a “Top 10” list
(and obviously we still needed more than 10!).
#13 - Quickly realizing that the IBC event was really well
organized and the environment was very safe for the youth
band members.
#12 - Finding one of your favorite artists on the Beale Street
Brass Note Walk of Fame (e.g., Sam & Dave, The Blues Brothers).
#11 - Two words: Ribs @ Rendezvous
#10 - Taking an afternoon break from the lively current
scene on Beale Street, some toured the Gibson guitar factory, while others soaked in blues, soul, and other uniquely-Memphis history & memorabilia at the Memphis Music
Hall of Fame.
#9 - Hearing one of the IBC lead organizers express utmost admiration for the
health of the Blues Society of Omaha and
its BluesEd program!
#8 - No matter where you wandered,
sensational blues music filled the air (inside and out) around this incredible gathering of extraordinary talent at the IBC!
#7 – The lead singer of Markey Blue (with
whom Voodoo Vinyl played at Playing
With Fire) remembered “the great horn
band” from Omaha.
#6 - Meeting fun people from all over the
world, finding out what band they were
in, then later seeing just how extremely
talented they were on stage!
#5 – Hey, we got to watch our kids jam on
multiple stages on and near the one and
only Beale Street!
#4 – Simply having the opportunity for
the band and parents to relax, have fun,
and enjoy a real bonding experience together – we’ll never forget it.
#3 - Supporting the Hector Anchondo
Band, watching them set the stage of the
packed Jerry Lee Lewis Café & Honky

Tonk absolutely ON FIRE! Then the next evening, the whole
Hector Anchondo Band was cheering on Voodoo Vinyl at
the Blues City Café (and let us tell ya, “we” really rocked!).
Congrats to the Hector Anchondo Band for making it to the
finals! No small achievement given there were 121 bands
full of talent! Omaha rocked Memphis: BSO! BSO! BSO!
#2 – When gig time finally came, Voodoo Vinyl truly nailed
their set with precision, flair, and confidence! Watching the
glowing reaction from the packed crowd of fellow musicians was truly heartwarming.
And… #1 - Watching our sons and daughters have a great
time with each other, strolling up and down Beale Street
“band only”… priceless.
Kevin and Chris Shouse, BluesEd Directors
Website: www.BluesEd.com
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VOODOO VINYL’S BEALE STREET ADVENTURE
By Voodoo Vinyl

CARMEL
Carmel’s first impression of Beale
Street was, “Cool! The lights, the
people, the energy it was all so awesome! I thought about all the legendary musicians that had performed
there and made all the history happen on Beale Street. It was a really
memorable experience for me.”

VOODOO VINYL MEMBERS:
GABI BASILE, GRAHAM BROOKS,
ELYSE DAVIS, CARMEL HEMPHILL,
COLE PALENSKY, THOMAS PALENSKY
& BILLY SVOLOS

BILLY
- It was a very cool experience. The
opportunity to play and see so much
blues was truly amazing. I especially enjoyed being able to play right on Beale St., right in the
middle of all the action.
GABI
- One of the most exciting parts of my year was to be a part
of the youth showcase in Memphis. Not only the opportunity to play, but being able to experience International bands
playing Blues was amazing. I met new people and played
with some of the most talented artists in the Blues industry.
THOMAS
- Great to be immersed in so much blues! Learned a lot by
watching other musicians
- Beale Street was great and it was nice to see so many
bands in all the various venues
- It was very cool to see musicians from all over the country
and from other parts of the World performing
- Highlight - the open jams and the free form nature of them
COLE
- Learned that there are a LOT of great musicians out there!
- Everyone there was the “best” from their area and I learned
by watching other great players and will incorporate in to
my playing style
- Very impressed by the great young musicians
- Highlight - the open jams and playing Texas Flood “like
5000 times!!”
ELYSE
This has honestly just been one of the best experiences I
have ever had in my life. I may have been in the same room
with my band over the span of 300 hours, but in the past 48
I’ve gotten to know them better than ever. Everyone here
is so talented and kind and I’m just so grateful that Voodoo
Vinyl has been given the opportunity to experience the IBC
and all of the talents that engulf it.
GRAHAM
The Memphis trip was different from any other travel I have
ever done. I stepped onto Beale Street and I was immediately immersed into an entirely new way of life. A community based on feeling and emotion, rather than geographical location or religious values. I’ve played blues music for
a while, but I had never experienced Blues on the Beale
Street level before. People came together from all over the
country, and all over the world, to communicate in a mutual

language that only Blues lovers will
understand.

My favorite moment would probably have to be Gabi’s solo in the
introductory information session
and student jam. I know that people back in Omaha freak out about
her incredible talent, and with good
reason, but watching the international crowd go just as crazy over
that talent was extremely prideful to me. I know we have a lot of
incredible talent within all of our
band members, but going up on a world stage, against the
best of the best in the entire world, and still receiving praise
above and beyond the norm; that was really special. Cole
also killed it in all of his Jams, as well as the others who
participated.
In closing, I’d like to thank everyone who made this possible for Voodoo Vinyl as a band and as a group of individual
student musicians.
First, thank you to the Blues Ed Program. You put together
a bunch of misfits with a taste for what middle and high
school students see as “unpopular music”, and gave us the
opportunity to learn and grow, and succeed. You saw potential in all of us, and trust me; I’ve heard stories from some
of them about their “awful” auditions. Thank you for choosing Voodoo Vinyl to represent this amazing program. We
hope that we represented the program well.
Secondly, I would like to thank the Blues Society of Omaha,
for sponsoring Voodoo Vinyl at the festival. All bands, youth
or professional needed a sponsor in order to participate in
the festival, and we are extremely fortunate to have an active group of people that are interested in the development
of the next generation of blues musicians. We could not
have made it there without your belief in us. Your support
motivates us all to be better musicians and promoters of the
Blues genre.
Thirdly, I would like to thank our fans. Without you we are
nothing but seven kids with a passion. You inspire us, you
give us the opportunities, and you push us to continually get
better. We hope to continue to provide the entertainment
you enjoy, and all of the things we’ve taken away from the
Memphis trip should improve us that much more, individually and as a whole.
Lastly, I’d like to thank the parents of every band member.
Your support throughout the years has been instrumental
in the development of our talents. You paid for instruments,
you paid for lessons, you drove us to and from rehearsals
and gigs; you are the ones who should be most credited
with our success. Especially as a youth band, parent involvement is an extremely important dynamic to have, and
one that can mess up good, talented groups. We are so fortunate to have the best parents in the world by our sides,
guiding us on our path to success.
Thank you, Graham Brooks
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BANDS AND VENUES…HELP US HELP YOU!!!
HELP US PUT MORE BUTTS IN MORE SEATS
The Blues Society of Omaha maintains a powerful calendar of events
on its website, omahablues.com. We invite all venue and band managers to take advantage of this free opportunity for promotion. Since
we are an all volunteer organization, we ask you to get an account and
help us by maintaining your digital space on this calendar.

Tuesday, March 1st @ 6 pm
Dale Watson
Wednesday, March 2nd @ 6 pm
Coco Montoya
Thursday, March 3rd @ 6 pm
Dave and Phil Alvin with the
Guilty Ones
Friday, March 4th @ 5 pm (FAC)
Chris Duarte
Wednesday, March 9th @ 6 pm
John Nemeth
Thursday, March 17th @ 6 pm
Samantha Fish
Wednesday, March 23rd @ 6 pm
The 24th Street Wailers
Thursday, March 24th @ 6 pm
Billy Bacon
Friday, March 25th @ 9 pm
Katy G and the Girls
Monday, March 28th @ 6 pm
Tinsley Ellis

Our calendar has the following features:
• A real-time page showing the most timely upcoming events.
• A powerful search engine for users to find specific events by name,
venue, band, and date.
• Events pages that allow rich text, photos, and external links to band
site and venue pages. Much of the page is generated automatically
from the venue page. It also makes it easy for use to add events to
their calendar and to use a map.
• Venue pages that allow contact information and photos, map insets
linked to full mapping, and links to external sites.
• For bands, we have a band listing page with links to individual band
pages. These are full free-form WordPress pages supporting text,
graphics and links.
• The site works well on mobile devices like smartphones.
If you are interested, please contact Sid Sidner at support@omahablues.com to learn more and to get registered for a free account today.
Musical genres supported by the Blues Society of Omaha on our calendar.
Blues • Surf Rock • R & B • Jazz • Rockabilly • Funk • Soul • Roots
Swing • Americana • Rock & Roll • Blue Grass

BLUES NEWS • BLUES SOCIETY OF OMAHA
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THE KRIS LAGER BAND

Saturday, March 5th @ 8 pm ($10 with your First Drink Free) • 21st Saloon, 96th & L Street, Omaha, NE
Friday, March 17th @ 9 pm • $8 • Zoo Bar, 136 N. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE
If you still haven’t experienced The Kris Lager
Band they are an amazing group of musicians
that are on the cusp of breaking through to the
mainstream. Considered by many to be one of
the most exciting bands on The American Music
Scene today they capture a spirit and an energy that is as unique as their sound. Some even
call them ‘The FEEL GOOD BAND OF THE CENTURY’. The Kris Lager Band embodies a ‘Celebrate Life’ mantra that resonates through their passionate
live performances and have been rapidly infecting and uplifting the spirits of people across the nation.
This constantly touring outfit just signed a new management deal that is sure to raise them above obscurity and
out of the underground. With new management onboard
they enlisted the help of 7 time Grammy Award winning
Producer, Steve Thompson to record with Kris Lager Band
in the months to come. The future is looking bright for these

young troubadours as they quickly gain fans
and believers with every heart felt and electrifying show they play.
Over the past decade they have managed to do
the almost impossible: develop a grassroots following across the country without any national
television or media exposure. It’s a hard thing
to do for a band that lives and spends a lot of
time touring in ‘Fly Over Country’, but just as
this band sets out to lift people’s spirts through music they
also intend to change the perspective and define what it
means to be a band out of The Midwest and particularly
Nebraska.
A sense of purpose on top of excellent musicianship, heartfelt
delivery, and great original songs. Kris Lager Band is a very
special group that you’ll be saying. “I knew them when….”
From the Kris Lager Band website

From the Hector Anchondo Band, who made the Finals at the IBC’s this year.
Wow. Thank you to everyone involved in our amazing roller coaster ride. I knew the International Blues Challenge
was going to be amazing but I certainly didn’t expect or dream that it would turn out the way that it did. The amount
of support we gained throughout the course of the week was overwhelming and an experience I won’t soon forget.
HUGE THANK YOU to the Blues Society of Omaha, you have been wonderful and unbelievably supportive, without
you this would not have been possible. Thank you to the The Blues Foundation for having us!!! Thank you to theTopeka Blues Society & the The Mile High Blues Society for their support as well!! Thank you to all our family, friends
(new & old), & fans. Damn what a fun time!!!!! See all of you soon down the road!! Congrats to all the winners and
everybody that made it to the IBCs!!!!
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BSO President Mark Grubbs is turning 60 in style with 2 of the best Blues bands around –

JOHN NEMETH and MIKE ZITO

JOHN NEMETH:
Winner of the 2015 Blues Music Award for
Soul Blues Album of the Year for Memphis Grease
“When it comes to more traditional styles of music, people expect
to hear a tribute record. But you can get into a real rut if you’re just
doing rewrites,” Németh says. “We’re creating fresh music here.
Our arrangements sound just like they would back then, but what
we’re doing is so much more innovative.”-John Nemeth

and the

WHEEL

MIKE ZITO:
…his fiery Strat playing elevates each and every song, as do
the swallow-your-emotions vocals. –Vintage Guitar
…one of the finest, most creative musicians on the competitive
blues-roots scene. –Blues Revue Magazine
His music flows into the veins and moves the body in ways that
can only be described as free and wild… –Jazz Times

CELEBRATE WITH MARK AND BENEFIT THE BLUES SOCIETY OF OMAHA!

The festivities will be Saturday, March 12th at the
DoubleTree Hotel in Downtown Omaha at 16th and Dodge
Two great bands, both paying full sets of music from 6 pm till Midnight.
$40 Ticket price includes hors d’oeuvres • All profits go to the Blues Society of Omaha
Tickets available at eventbrite.com

JOIN US FOR THE BEST PARTY IN TOWN ON MARCH 12TH

LOOKING FOR BSO MERCHANDISE COORDINATOR/ASSISTANT
BSO is seeking a volunteer to either take over the Merchandise Coordinator position,
or, work as an assistant with our current Merchandise Coordinator.

JOB DESCRIPTION/DUTIES

Merchandise Coordinator-Order and maintain inventory • Stock displays / manage storage / manage event set-ups
Coordinate merchandise volunteers for events • Manage receipts and report to Treasurer-Report at BSO meetings
Merchandise Assistant-Stock displays / manage storage / manage event set-ups
Coordinate merchandise volunteers for events • Manage receipts and report to Merchandise Coordinator
If you are interested in volunteering, or, if you have any questions, please contact Jeff Malloy
at ooobaby44@yahoo.com or call 402-536-0739. Training will be provided.
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Blues in March & April
Tue Mar 01
Dale Watson (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
First Tuesday Jam with Da Crabby Blues Band Featuring Bucky McCann (6:00 pm) (Shuck’s Fish House and Oyster Bar)
Brad Cordle & Friends – Blues Vocalist (7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Wed Mar 02
Coco Montoya (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Dave and Phil Alvin with the Guilty Ones (7:30 pm) (The Waiting Room
Lounge)
Terry the Entertainer – Motown, R&B & Classics – Vocals & Piano (7:30
pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Swampboy Blues Jam (8:00 pm) (Black Eye Dive)
Thu Mar 03
The Chris Duarte Group (6:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
Dave and Phil Alvin and the Guilty Ones (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Ed Archibald on Sax & Craig Franklin on Piano – Blues & Smooth Jazz
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Open Jam hosted by the Luther James Band (8:00 pm) (Rusty Nail)
Fri Mar 04
The Chris Duarte Group (5:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Sat Mar 05
The Kris Lager Band (8:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
The Dust Jackets (9:00 pm) (Tin Lizzy Tavern)
Ro Hemple Band and All Sorts of Good Stuff (9:00 pm) (The Corner
Bar)

Thu Mar 10
Johnny Rawls (6:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
Mavis Staples and Nick Lowe (7:30 pm) (Holland Center)
Ed Archibald on Sax & Craig Franklin on Piano – Blues & Smooth Jazz
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Open Jam hosted by the Luther James Band (8:00 pm) (Rusty Nail)
Fri Mar 11
The Brad Cordle Band (8:00 pm) (Doghouse Saloon)
Sat Mar 12
The Dust Jackets (1:00 pm) (Chuckles Bar)
BSO President Mark Grubbs 60th Birthday Bash with John Nemeth and
Mike Zito (6:00 pm) (DoubleTree Hotel, Downtown Omaha)
DeeDee Bridgewater and Irvin Mayfield with the New Orleans Jazz
Orchestra (8:00 pm) (Holland Center)
Mon Mar 14
Zoo Bar House Band (7:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
LeWade Milliner Piano & Edem Kegey Vocals – Blues & Smooth Jazze
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Tue Mar 15
Brad Cordle & Friends – Blues Vocalist (7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Wed Mar 16
Terry the Entertainer – Motown, R&B & Classics – Vocals & Piano (7:30
pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Swampboy Blues Jam (8:00 pm) (Black Eye Dive)

Mon Mar 07
Zoo Bar House Band (7:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
LeWade Milliner Piano & Edem Kegey Vocals – Blues & Smooth Jazze
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)

Thu Mar 17
St. Pat’s with The Joe Krown Trio (6:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
Samantha Fish (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Ed Archibald on Sax & Craig Franklin on Piano – Blues & Smooth Jazz
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Open Jam hosted by the Luther James Band (8:00 pm) (Rusty Nail)
St. Pat’s Day with Bad Apple (8:00 pm) (The Corner Bar)

Tue Mar 08
Brad Cordle & Friends – Blues Vocalist (7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)

Fri Mar 18
Brother Bagman from Kansas City (8:00 pm) (The Corner Bar)

Sun Mar 06
The Swampboy Blues Band (4:00 pm) (The Corner Bar)

Wed Mar 09
John Nemeth (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Terry the Entertainer – Motown, R&B & Classics – Vocals & Piano (7:30
pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Swampboy Blues Jam (8:00 pm) (Black Eye Dive)

HEY BANDS & BARS

If you want your schedule printed monthly
in BLUES NOTES, e-mail to
bso_calendar@yahoo.com
All schedules must be received by the 23rd
of each month. Get calendar updates @
www.omahablues.com

WEEKLY OPEN
BLUES JAMS
— Wednesdays, 8 to 11 —

BLACK EYE DIVE

72nd & Harrison, Omaha
— Thursdays, 8 to 11 —

RUSTY NAIL PUB

142nd & Pacific, Omaha
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Blues in March & April
Sat Mar 19
Samantha Fish (8:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
Coyote Bill Boogie Band (8:00 pm) (The Corner Bar)
Mon Mar 21
Zoo Bar House Band (7:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
LeWade Milliner Piano & Edem Kegey Vocals – Blues & Smooth Jazze
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Tue Mar 22
Brad Cordle & Friends – Blues Vocalist (7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Wed Mar 23
The 24th Street Wailers (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Terry the Entertainer – Motown, R&B & Classics – Vocals & Piano (7:30
pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Swampboy Blues Jam (8:00 pm) (Black Eye Dive)
Thu Mar 24
The 24th Street Wailers (6:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
Billy Bacon (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Ed Archibald on Sax & Craig Franklin on Piano – Blues & Smooth Jazz
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Open Jam hosted by the Luther James Band (8:00 pm) (Rusty Nail)
Fri Mar 25
Robby Krieger Band (8:00 pm) (Whiskey Roadhouse)
Billy Bacon at Jitterbugs Night Out (8:00 pm) (Eagles Ballroom)
Katy G. and the Girls (9:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)

7:00PM-10:00PM
THE ZOO BAR HOUSE
BAND • $300

Sat Mar 26
Billy Bacon (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Katy G and the Girls (8:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
Levee Town (8:00 pm) (The Corner Bar)
Mon Mar 28
Tinsley Ellis (6:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
Zoo Bar House Band (7:00 pm) (Zoo Bar)
LeWade Milliner Piano & Edem Kegey Vocals – Blues & Smooth Jazze
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Tue Mar 29
Brad Cordle & Friends – Blues Vocalist (7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Wed Mar 30
Terry the Entertainer – Motown, R&B & Classics – Vocals & Piano (7:30
pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Swampboy Blues Jam (8:00 pm) (Black Eye Dive)
Thu Mar 31
Ghost Town Blues Band (6:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
Ed Archibald on Sax & Craig Franklin on Piano – Blues & Smooth Jazz
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Open Jam hosted by the Luther James Band (8:00 pm) (Rusty Nail)
Fri Apr 01
The Dust Jackets (8:30 pm) (The Garage)
Mon Apr 04
LeWade Milliner Piano & Edem Kegey Vocals – Blues & Smooth Jazze
(7:30 pm) (The Omaha Lounge)
Tue Apr 05
First Tuesday Jam with Da Crabby Blues Band Featuring Bucky McCann (6:00 pm) (Shuck’s Fish House and Oyster Bar)
Thu Apr 07
Open Jam hosted by the Luther James Band (8:00 pm) (Rusty Nail)
Eddy “The Chief” Clearwater (6:00 pm) (21st Saloon)
Fri Apr 08
Harlis Sweetwater band (8:00 pm) (The Corner Bar)
Sat Apr 09
Harlis Sweetwater Band (8:00 pm) (The 21st Saloon)
Cirkle of Fifths (9:00 pm) (The Corner Bar)
Thu Apr 14
Open Jam hosted by the Luther James Band (8:00 pm) (Rusty Nail)
Selwyn Birchwood (6:00 pm) (21st Saloon)

FIRST TUESDAY JAM

With Da Crabby Blues Band featuring
Bucky McCann
Tuesday, March 1st from 6 to 9 pm
Shucks, 119th and Pacific, Omaha
All proceeds to benefit Operation School Bell

Sat Apr 16
Harper and Midwest Kind (9:00 pm) (The Corner Bar)
Thu Apr 21
Open Jam hosted by the Luther James Band (8:00 pm) (Rusty Nail)
Reverend Raven and the Chain Smokin’ Alter Boys (6:00 pm) (21st
Saloon)
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Samantha Fish
Thursday, March 17th @ 6 pm • Zoo Bar, 136 N. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE
Saturday, March 19th @ 8 pm • $15 • 21st Saloon, 96th & L Street, Omaha, NE

The young blues chanteuse has little problem
vocalizing her sadness, anger, and pain -and
doing so in a bewitchingly seraphic timbre.”
- Guitar Girl Magazine
“… Fish’s commanding voice holds its own
against the crunching guitar riffs and driving
beat.”
- Elmore Magazine
Ruf Records recording artist singer and guitarist Samantha Fish, will raise eyebrows with her
third studio release, Wild Heart produced by
Luther Dickinson (The North Mississippi Allstars
and Black Crowes). With Samantha on guitars
and Luther on various stringed instruments they
rounded out the lineup with Grammy Award-Winning Brady
Blade (Emmylou Harris/Bob Dylan) on drums. Special guests
include Lightnin Malcolm (guitar), Sharde Thomas (drums)
and Memphis session singers Shontelle Norman-Beatty and
Risse Norman. The result is a stunning representation of
Americana roots music.
Wild Heart was recorded in three different studios, as they
trekked the backroads from Louisiana to Mississippi in the fall
of 2014. Starting at Brady Blade’s Shreveport, Louisiana studio, they laid the basic rhythm tracks and vocals. Luther then
carried Samantha to his Zebra Ranch Studios in Hernando,
MS where they had a traditional Hill Country Blues session.
Then, finally, all roads lead to Memphis where the duo put
the final touches at both Willie Mitchell’s Royal Studios and
the legendary Ardent studios.
Growing up in Kansas City in a musical family, Samantha’s
first instrument was the drums before she switched to guitar.
Over the years, she has cultivated her own sound by blending her influences ranging from Tom Petty, Sheryl Crow, R.L.
Burnside and Stevie Ray Vaughan as well as her musical
peers.
Only into her mid-20s she has already released two CDs,
played all over the world and shared the stage with legendary artists from Tab Benoit to Johnny Lang to Buddy Guy.
Label mate and sometimes touring buddy, Mike Zito has long
championed Samantha, having produced her critically acclaimed albums, Runaway and Black Wind Howlin’ (2013).
Her work ethic is unquestioned and her love for performance
is obvious.
As her songs for Wild Heart came together, it was suggested
for her to collaborate with another songwriter she jumped
to the occasion. Last summer she traveled to Nashville and
wrote with accomplished songwriter Jim McCormick, whose
songs have been cut by Trisha Yearwood and Keith Urban. A
native of New Orleans, Jim has a flare for blues-boogie and
full throttle vocalization to haunting melodies that gave Samantha a chance to growl.
They wrote five of the 12 songs on the album, including
the title song, “Wild Heart” that echoes Led Zeppelin with a
whiplash of a steady guitar riff. “Show Me” a song that could
easily be heard at some of New York City’s finest rock clubs

reeks stale beer. Samantha holds her own on
guitar duties on this tune as Brady Blade grinds
the drums with a slow steady roll.
After wrapping basic tracks, Luther took Fish to
his Zebra Ranch Studios via the back roads of
Mississippi. Seeing the culture and environment
upfront like this got her excited for the unknown.
The result of that magical setting was a cover
of Charley Patton’s “Jim Lee Blues Pt. 1” which
fits Fish’s voice. It was an organic setting with
fellow Hill Country Blues artists Sharde Thomas
and longtime friend, Lightnin Malcolm. Sharde
is a native Mississippian fife/drum player in the
same American tradition of her grandfather Othar Turner. ”This session had a whole other vibe
to it. The studio is out in the country, no cell service, no distractions. You’re just surrounded by nature and guitars.”
From Ruf Records artist promotion
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THE JOE KROWN TRIO
Thursday, March 17th @ 6 pm • $10
21st Saloon, 96th & L Street, Omaha, NE

Keyboardist Joe Krown is right at home playing New Orleans style music on his vibrant Hammond B-3 Organ at
the Fair Grounds Race Course at Jazz Fest. Along with the
soulful singer/guitarist Walter “Wolfman” Washington and
the accomplished drummer Russell Batiste, Jr., Krown has
been entertaining music lovers at the Maple Leaf Bar in New
Orleans on a weekly basis since 2007.
Krown first gained notoriety on the music scene as the keyboardist for Clarence “Gatemouth” Brown & Gate’s Express.
With Gatemouth’s band, Krown performed with fellow Jazz
Fest artist Carlos Santana on “Carlos Santana Presents Blues
At Montreux 2004.” Gate’s Express also served as the opening act for Eric Clapton on a 62 date world tour. Krown has
since been a member of acts like the Joe Krown Organ Combo and Sansone, Krown & Fohl, both of which previously
appeared at Jazz Fest.
Russell Batiste, Jr. is a name synonymous with New Orleans
music. His skillful drumming has led him to perform with
legendary artists like Allan Toussaint, Harry Connick, Jr. and
the Wild Magnolias Mardi Gras Indians. He also has a rich
musical history with Saturday’s Jazz Fest headliners Phish,
as he toured with the trio Vidal Blue alongside keyboardist
Page McConnell. Batiste has also performed with Phish’s
bassist Mike Gordon. This accomplished drummer also leads
the groups Orkestra from da Hood and Russell Batiste and
Friends.
Walter “Wolfman” Washington flavors his blues roots with
the funk and R&B spices of New Orleans. His expressive
vocals and flowing guitar licks have made him a sought after musician for fans and colleagues alike. He has toured
with prolific musicians like Lee Dorsey, Irma Thomas, David
Lastie and Johnny Adams with whom Washington collaborated for 20 years.
As the Joe Krown Trio, this group of impressively talented
musicians won an Offbeat Award for Best R&B/Funk CD in
2009 for their album “Live at the Maple Leaf.” That same
year, they also won a Big Easy Award for Best Rhythm &
Blues Band. Their latest album 2013’s “Soul Understanding”
features 12 mid-tempo funk-filled tracks in which Krown,
Batiste and Washington weave a musical tapestry building
off of each other’s creativity. Seeing these NOLA legends as
the Joe Krown Trio featuring Walter “Wolfman” Washington
and Russell Batiste, Jr. will show you what New Orleans
music is all about.
From www.axs.com

Saturday, March 5th @ 9 pm
Ro Hemple and All Sorts of Good Stuff
Sunday, March 6th @ 4 pm
Swampboy Blues Band
Thursday, March 17th @ 8 pm
St. Patrick’s Day with Bad Apple
Friday, March 18th @ 9 pm
Brother Bagman
Saturday March 19th @ 8 pm
Coyote Bill Boogie Band
Saturday, March 26th @ 8 pm
Levee Town
Friday April 8th @ 8 pm
Harlis Sweetwater Band
Saturday, April 9th @ 9 pm
Cirkle of Fifths
Saturday, April 16th @ 9 pm
Harper & Midwest Kind
All Free, No Cover Shows!!
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JOHNNY RAWLS

Thursday, March 10th @ 6 pm • $10 • 21st Saloon, 96th and L Street, Omaha, NE
made his first solo recording. In 1994, he reA true soul-blues renaissance man. Let the
corded the widely acclaimed album, Down to
multi-talented and captivating Johnny RawEarth, with L.C. Luckett on the Rooster Blues
ls entertain you! He will have you and your
label. After a second Rooster Blues album
audience motivated and wanting more. Johnwith Luckett, Rawls recorded a number of alny’s style and stage presence commands atbums for JSP before starting his own label.
tention and allows him to instantly connect
Rawls first met Catfood Records president Bob
with audiences and audiences respond.
Trenchard in 1997 and the two have worked
Tiger In a Cage, the new CD from Blues Music
on a number of projects together since then,
Award-winning singer and guitarist Johnny
culminating when he released his first album
Rawls is being released February 19th 2016,
for the label, No Boundaries, in 2005.
and was produced by multi-Grammy-winning
He’s also garnered previous nominations for his albums
producer Jim Gaines. Johnny Rawls has been nominated 4
Heart and Soul in 2007; and Red Cadillac in 2009. Both
times for the W.C. Handy Award as well as 12 times for the
Red Cadillac and Ace of Spades were nominated for Album
Blues Music Awards. Rawls was recently nominated once
of the Year by Living Blues and his last five albums have all
again by the Blues Foundation in the “Soul Blues Male Artist”
charted top ten on blues charts with Red Cadillac reaching
category for the upcoming Blues Music Awards to be held in
#1 on the Living Blues Radio Play Chart. Ace of Spades hit
Memphis in May 2016.
the #4 spot, remaining in the top 20 for three months.
Born in the southern Mississippi town of Columbia, and
raised in Purvis and Gulfport, Johnny Rawls - while still in
high school - was already backing such stars as Z.Z. Hill,
Little Johnny Taylor, Joe Tex and The Sweet Inspirations
when they toured in his area. In his early 20s, Rawls was
hired by the legendary deep soul singer, O.V. Wright, as his
band director. After Wright died in 1979, Rawls kept the
band together and toured for several years with Little Johnny Taylor and others.
By 1985, Johnny Rawls was touring as a solo artist and had

Johnny is constantly touring, nationally and internationally
playing over 200 dates a year. He has performed at The Chicago Blues Festival, Pocono Blues Festival, Mississippi Valley
Blues Festival, King Biscuit, Phoenix, Long Beach, Russian
River, Hayward/Russell City, Portland Waterfront Blues Festivals and festivals in Canada, Sweden, Poland, Denmark,
Norway, France, Japan and Australia.
From www.mi2n.com,
Music Industry News Network website

FRIDAY, MARCH 25TH
Swing Dancing and
LIVE ROCKABILLY
from California!

CD Release Party and Rockabilly from

The One And Only

BILLY BACON!

This event is smoke-free, drug-free, and all ages are welcome.
Alcohol is available from the bar downstairs (21+).
Dressing sharp is strongly encouraged.

EVERY FRIDAY NIGHT! DOORS OPEN AT 7:30 P.M., AND THE
EVENING KICKS OFF AT 8:15 WITH A BEGINNING
SWING DANCE LESSON (NO PARTNER REQUIRED)
Lesson: 8:15 p.m. / Dancing: 9:00 p.m. – midnight
Location: The Eagles Ballroom is upstairs at
FOE #38 on 24th & Douglas
Price: $10.00 per person
Parking: Parking lots next to and across
the street from the building.
Street parking also available.
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BSO BAND DIRECTORY
Contact

Phone # / Email

COUNCIL BLUFFS
The Packages..................................................................................Rick Hillyard............................................................................................712-420-1232
Street Level Band............................................................................Steven Rains....................................................... 402-980-7898 / srains58@yahoo.com
FREMONT
Punching Puppets............................................................................Lance Clark.................................................402-727-1999 / lance.clark86@gmail.com
HASTINGS
Peace Hogs......................................................................................Rich Mattison.................................................402-469-5818 / peacehogs1@gmail.com
Smokey B. and the XYZ’s...............................................................Byron Starr..............................................................................................402- 462-5879
KEARNEY
Kate Fly................................................................................................................................................................308-627-3021 / kathryn1981@gmail.com
LINCOLN
Blues Messengers............................................................................Jake Wiese................................................................................................402-601-4959
Church House Blues Band..............................................................Danny Dakan................................................. 402-890-2533 / Firewarrior57@aol.com
The Dust Jackets.............................................................................Travis Koester.....................................................402 560 8415 / www.dustjackets.com
Jared’s GoodTime BluesParty.........................................................Jared Alberico..........................................................................................402-474-2473
John Walker and the New Hokum Boys.........................................John Walker..............................................................................................402-466-7254
Josh Hoyer & the Soul Colossal......................................................Josh Hoyer.............................402-416-3846 / jhoyerandtheshadowboxers@gmail.com
Jr. Stephens Blues Project...............................................................Lary Lehman.........................................................................................1-800-422-1340
Levi William................................................................................... Levi William 402-310-2681, Cindy Patton 402-850-8549 / pattonpromo@gmail.com
The Mezcal Brothers.......................................................................Gerado Meza............................................................................................402-438-5120
The Tijuana Gigolos........................................................................Marty Steinhousen...................................................................................402-742-5892
Tim Budig Band.........................................................................................................................................................503-719-3969 / budigtim@gmail.com
Upstairs Blues Band........................................................................Caleb Long...............................................................................................402-430-1792
OMAHA
112 North Duck..............................................................................Michelle........................................................... 402-210-9378 / je@112northduck.com
Back Alley Blues.............................................................................Craig A. Hassa.........................................................................................402-594-9147
Backer’s Blues.................................................................................Jeff Kangas...............................................................................................402-650-8580
Banjo Loco......................................................................................Blind Burrito............................................................................................402-850-0245
Blue House with the Rent to Own Horns.......................................Joe Putjenter.........................................................402- 658-2222 / joe@artisticsign.net
The Blues Explosion.......................................................................Dave Skinner............................................................................................402-330-7366
BluesEd...........................................................................................Chris Shouse....................................................... admin@bluesed.com / 402-578-3133
Brad Cordle Band...........................................................................Brad Cordle....................................................... 702-533-2427 / funksoulbro@isp.com
Chuck Brown and the Basement Devils..........................................Chuck Brown...........................................................................................402-610-1522
Dilemma..........................................................................................Chris Shouse..................................................... shouse.cj@gmail.com / 402-578-3133
Drew Jude and the Cool Tones........................................................Drew Jude................................................................................................402-714-1244
Elwin James and the Way Outs.......................................................Patrick Peters...................................................402-292-6435 / zappothesane@aol.com
George Walker.................................................................................George Walker..........................................................................................402-871-1469
Hector Anchondo Band...................................................................Hector Anchondo....................................402-215-3956 / hectoranchondo@gmail.com
John Crews Blues............................................................................John Crews...............................................................................................402-714-7634
Johnny Reef & the Shipwrecks.......................................................Tommy Kriegshauser.................................402-517-8248 / tommykblues@yahoo.com
Jorge Nila and the Jazz Ninjas........................................................Jorge Nila................................................................................................402-932-JAZZ
The Kris Lager Band.......................................................................Kris Lager................................................................................................402-304-7269
Life of Riley....................................................................................Rebecca Packard.................................................. 402-699-0958 / lofriley@gmail.com
Little Joe and Big Trouble...............................................................Little Joe McCarthy.................................................. 402-680-2924 / rodeo1@cox.net
Lou De Luca & the R & M Blues Band..........................................Lou De Luca....................................................... 402-677-7156 / Lou562016@cox.net
Luther James Band..........................................................................L.J. Johnson................................................................. 402-213-5234 / ljband@cox.net
The Matt Gagne Blues Experience.................................................Matt Gagne..............................................................402-212-0694 / mgagne1@cox.net
The Mighty Sapphire Kings............................................................Bill Ferleman............................................................................................402-658-1785
Mojo Bag........................................................................................Barb Fisher...............................................................................................402-968-1127
Neptunes.........................................................................................John Hartley.................................................................402-995-2926 or 402-391-4762
The Omaha Blues Society All-Stars...............................................Craig Balderston......................................................... 402-208-1068 / dudup@cox.net
Paul Scott Hoagbin Blues Band......................................................Paul Scott Hoagbin.................................... 402-689-1183 / paulscotthoagbin@cox.net
The Rex Granite Band....................................................................Kevin Loomis........................................................ 402-306-9342 / rexgranite@cox,net
Rhythm Collective Reggae..............................................................Frank Fong...............................................................................................402-556-3568
Rich Patton Blues and more............................................................Rich Patton...................................................402- 841-1110 / rpatton1947@gmail.com
Rich Mattison and the Peace Hogs..................................................Rich Mattison...........................................................................................402-469-5818
Sailing In Soup................................................................................Gunnar Guenette...................................................................................... 402 599-9255
Soulfinger........................................................................................Barry Clark....................................................................................... thbear57@cox.net
Spike Nelson Trio............................................................................Mike Nelson.............................................................................................402-612-1250
Stephen Monroe..............................................................................Stephen Monroe.......................................................................................402-699-5905
Steve Lovett Blues Band AND Steve Lovett-Solo Acoustic Blues......Steve Lovett.............................................................402-660-7146 / deerscry@aol.com
The Stimulus Packages...................................................................Rick Hillyard............................................................................................ 712-420 1232
Sue Murray / The WILDFIRE Band...............................................Sue Murray................................................... 402-533-4791 / songbird362@gmail.com
Susan Thorne Group.......................................................................Susan Thorne............................................................................................ 402 968-4991
Swampboy.......................................................................................Tim Koehn..........................................402-830-0021 / tim@swampboybluesband.com
Thrift Shop Radio...........................................................................K.C. Kelley..............................................................................................319-431-3508
Vintage............................................................................................Charlie Ames.....................................816-678-8360 / vintagevideography@gmail.com
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KATY G AND THE GIRLS
Friday, March 25th @ 9 pm • Zoo Bar, 136 N. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE
Saturday, March 26th 2@ 8 pm • $10 • 21st Saloon, 96th & L Street, Omaha, NE

Katy Guillen and The Girls
may have deep roots in the
blues, thanks to leader Guillen’s considerable skills and
long history as a blues guitarist, but this trio—Guillen
(guitar, vocals), Claire Adams
(bass, vocals), and Stephanie Williams (drums)—brings
a wide range of talents and
tastes to the band’s sound. Guillen’s searing and lively licks,
William’s heavy, driving drums, and Adams’s rock-solid bass
create a dense sonic background for Guillen’s honest and
powerful lyrics, delivered with soul and verve and complemented by Adams’s intense harmonies.
Guillen began participating in blues jams in the Kansas City
area at age 14, and within a few years she was playing as
a featured guest with local blues legends and seasoned veterans like John Paul’s Flying Circus, but she and The Girls
don’t stop there. Their combined experiences playing in
bands with genres ranging from baroque pop to Appalachian
acoustic folk to classic rock ’n roll, as well as Guillen’s education in traditional Flamenco guitar, have added depth to
their musical vocabulary and allowed them to shape a sound
all their own. Influences span from timeless guitar god Jimi
Hendrix to sweet songstress Patty Griffin, with nods to contemporaries such as Heartless Bastards. KG&G are as known
for packing blues-and-BBQ roadhouses as well as they fill up
a multi-bill alternative venue.
Proving that necessity is the mother of invention, Katy Guillen and The Girls formed in September of 2012 when seasoned guitarist Guillen found herself without her previous
collaborator, Go-Go Ray (with whom she released LP “When
I Get Away” in early 2012). She was offered an opportunity
she simply couldn’t pass up—an opening slot for the Royal Southern Brotherhood at Kansas City’s legendary venue
Knuckleheads, so Guillen recruited bassist Claire Adams and
drummer Stephanie Williams to create a trio. Their chemistry
onstage proved irresistible, and the band has been crafting
their unique brand of bluesy roots-rock ever since.
After nearly 3 years as a band, their success continues to
build. The trio kicked off 2014 as finalists at the International Blues Challenge in Memphis, TN. Since then, they have
played festivals in their native Kansas City (Boulevardia, Middle of the Map Fest), as well as fanning out to locales such as
Des Moines, IA; Austin, TX; Daytona, FL; Las Vegas, NV; Denver, CO; and Santa Monica, CA. As backing band for singer/
songwriter Jenny Wood, KG&G opened for rock legend Joan
Jett. Not content to stay domestic, they accepted an invitation to play the prestigious 35th Annual Montreal International Jazz Festival, toured Sweden in November 2014, and
participated in Joe Bonamassa’s Keeping the Blues Alive at
Sea cruise in February 2015. They’ve maintained a busy tour
schedule so far this year while working on material for their
second full-length release; slated for spring 2016.
They released their first full-length album in September
2014. 90.9 The Bridge celebrated the release by featuring
KG&G and their single “Don’t Get Bitter” in their Local 909

Series. Kansas City’s preeminent alternative weekly, The
Pitch, awarded them with Best Emerging Artist at their 2014
Music Awards.
Katy Guillen and the Girls plan to continue writing, performing, and touring into 2016 and beyond. Their already sizable
fan base grows with every stop they make, allowing them
to spread their infectious and original mix of classic American genres from the heartland of Kansas City to music lovers
around the world.
From the Katy Guillen and the Girls artist website

GHOST TOWN BLUES BAND
Thursday, March 31st @ 6 pm • $10
21st Saloon, 96th & L Street, Omaha, NE

“With a shoot-from-the-hip Memphis attitude, and a
STAX-busting explosion of modern blues vision, GTBB represents a welcome changing of the guard.”
-Living Blues Magazine
Beale Street’s latest success story, BBMA 2015 Nominee for
“Best Blues Band” and 2014 International Blues Challenge
Runner-up is Ghost Town Blues Band. Not your grandpa’s
blues band, their live show has been captivating audiences
in the U.S. and Canada with a second-line horn entrance,
cigar box guitars and electric push brooms to Allman Brothers style jams and their rapping trombone player. Both
Preston McEwen behind the drums and Matt Karner on the
bass guitar are a punishing rhythm section behind multi-instrumntalist/frontman Matt Isbell with raunchy cigar box
guitar licks and raspy “Dr. John-like, whiskey and smokesoaked vocals.” With the addition of guitarist Taylor Orr,
trombonist Suavo Jones and Jeremy Powell on keys, the
grooves go from funky to “funk-nasty” as the band gains
more notoriety in the blues festival and jam circuit.
Ghost Town Blues Band is a modern blues band with an
intimate knowledge of both blues, rock and improvisational
jams. At the same time, the band’s raw energy and intensity
is reminiscent of some of the best blues that rock n’ roll has
ever offered. The band can turn on a dime from North Mississippi hill country grooves to classic electric urban blues
and Funky Meters and Southern roots style jams. This Memphis-based, gritty, seven-piece has been touring the US and
Canada since its inception in 2009, gaining a strong following within the Blues and Jam Band circuit.
“GTBB shows what can happen when the past is distilled
through young sensibilities, voices, and instruments. This is
21st century blues at its best.”
-Living Blues Magazine
From the Ghost Town Blues Band website
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THE 24th STREET WAILERS LAURA RAIN and the CAESARS
Wednesday, March 23rd @ 6 pm • $8
Zoo Bar, 136 N. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE
Thursday, March 24th @ 6 pm • $10
21st Saloon, 96th & L Street, Omaha, NE

“A worthy representative of the new face of the blues
-Richard Knechtel, GBFS/Summerfolk Artistic Director
“This brash young band tackles early R&B- blues and
rock & roll with the same intensity that Nick Curran
brought to the game”
-Charlie Lange, Bluebeat Music
“This is just great, gritty, fun, live stuff!”
-Elwood Blues (Dan Aykroyd),
Host of the House of Blues Radio Hour
Experienced, road-tested and tougher than a two by four,
The 24th Street Wailers are five musicians who originally
met in music school. Their major influence? The sounds
from the freewheeling period in the ‘40s and ‘50s when
the Blues gave birth to Rock and Roll in black communities
in major American cities. When showmanship mattered.
when the sax player, not the guitarist, got the girls.
2014s WICKED was nominated for a Juno Award (Canadian Grammy) and received widespread radio play including
major radio shows and broadcasters such as B.B. King’s
Bluesville on SiriusXM and thebluesmobile.com (House of
Blues Radio Hour) as well as CBC. Host of thebluesmobile
and Blues Brother Dan Aykroyd heralded the band as a
“21st upgrade to jump and jive”. They have since released
another album, WHERE EVIL GROWS in March 2015. This
album has further cemented the band’s reputation as one
of the best Blues acts out there who bring a much needed
high energy Rock n’ Roll approach to the game.
Led by Lindsay Beaver, a wild and crazy front woman and
singing drummer, this band is filled out by Michael Archer
on Upright Bass, Marc Doucet on Guitar, Jesse Whiteley on
Piano, and Jonny Wong on wailing Sax. This band has been
winning over the masses with their unbeatable live performances and a sense of showmanship from a time gone by,
something many consider lost in modern day music.
With no signs of slowing down, The Wailers have had a
non - stop touring schedule and played over 650 shows
across the USA, France and Canada in the past four years,
sharing stages with legends including Jimmie Vaughan.
They have racked up several reviews from Major Blues,
Roots, and Rock n’ Roll Publications and nods from American, Canadian, and European Top 10 lists. They have 12
Maple Blues Award Nominations and a Juno Nomination for
Blues Album of Year.
Don’t miss this real deal Rock n’ Roll band.
All Killer, No Filler!
From the 24th Street Wailers artist website

Saturday, April 2nd @ 8 pm • $10
21st Saloon, 96th and L Street, Omaha, NE

From the moment Laura Rain
and the Caesars take the stage,
they give the impression of a
distinctly old-fashioned kind of
band. For one thing, the show
begins with only the Caesars
onstage and Rain nowhere
in sight. The band--guitarist
George Friend, drummer Ron
Pangborn, bassist Gwen Hayes,
and keyboard player Phil Hale--lays down some soulful R&B
instrumentals. Friend and Hayes smile at each other, playfully trading licks. The band is warming up, but they’re also
warming up the crowd for the arrival of the main attraction:
Rain herself. After three instrumental tunes and a big windup of an introduction, Rain takes the stage in a red top, a
black skirt, metallic gold tights, and high-heeled boots. With
a swelling beehive hairdo and cat glasses, she’s an outrageous physical presence to rival another soul master who
knew how to make an entrance: James Brown. And when
she opens her mouth to sing, Rain easily defends her claim to
Brown’s soul legacy.
Though the band is based in the Detroit area, many of its
members have worked with remarkable national names.
Friend has performed with rockabilly revivalist Robert Gordon and blues vocalist Janiva Magness; Hale with R&B legends from Martha Reeves to George Clinton. Pangborn was
an original member of the Detroit pop collective Was (Not
Was). Rain doesn’t have quite the same list of all-star collaborations under her belt, but music clearly runs in her blood.
She was trained as a classical vocalist, but the music of Aretha Franklin drew her to the world of soul, R&B, and funk in
her mid-teens. She began sneaking into Detroit clubs to sit in
and sing with the bands, and by her early twenties she was
singing professionally most nights of the week.
The Caesars’ collective decades of professional experience
are evident in their live show. While Pangborn, Hayes, and
Hale all do fine work, they’re mostly content to sit back and
leave the spotlight on Rain and Friend, who are more than
happy to seize it. Rain makes full use of a remarkable vocal range, singing with fiery passion and a sassy outward
manner that invite comparisons to Aretha, her childhood inspiration. As she improvises wildly against the melody line
of whatever she’s singing, be it one of the Caesars’ original
tunes or a Led Zeppelin or Al Green cover, Hayes and Pangborn give her a solid, unfussy groove to work over.
Occasionally Rain plays flirtatiously off Friend, a compelling player in his own right. There’s personality to spare
in Friend’s guitar work even when he’s playing a simple
rhythm, and when he solos, he’s a flashy, bluesy force of
nature, his body contorting over his guitar while face remains
the picture of relaxation.
When this band gets going, it’s hard not to get pulled along
by their talent and passion, whether you’re dancing or just
tapping your toe, the R&B legends the Caesars emulate would
be proud of how the band is carrying the torch.
From the www.annarborobserver.com,
story by Patrick Dunn
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EDDY “THE CHIEF” CLEARWATER
Wednesday, April 6th @ 6 pm • $16 adv. $20 dos • Zoo Bar, 136 N. 14th Street, Lincoln, NE
Thursday, April 7th @ 6 pm • $15 • 21st Saloon, 96th & L Street, Omaha, NE
“A focused mixture of T-Bone Walker cool
and distinctly Chicago riffage… uncanny
grooves… satisfying and funky.”
–Billboard
“Between his slashing left-handed guitar
work, his room-filling vocals, his self-defined ‘Rock-A-Blues’ style (a potent mix
of blues, rock, rockabilly, country and
gospel), his boundless energy and even
his signature Indian headdress, Clearwater is among the
very finest practitioners of the West Side blues working today. He’s a fine singer who puts on a wild, exciting show...
the sort of exuberant entertainer who can turn a concert into
a party.”
–NY TIMES
One of the Blues most colorful and compelling characters,
best songwriters and a stylist capable of hard driving, Windy
City blues and fretwork fireworks, Chicago legend Eddy “The
Chief” Clearwater is an intense, flamboyant blues-rocking
showman. He’s equally comfortable playing the deepest,
most heartfelt blues or rocking to good-time party music.
“Left-hander Eddy Clearwater” is a forceful six-stringer. He
lays down some gritty West Side shuffles and belly grinding
slow blues that highlight his raw chops, soulful vocals, and
earthy, humorous lyrics.” (Down Beat) “The Chief” is equally
adept at strutting Chuck Berry Hillbilly meets R&B riffs.
Born Edward Harrington (a cousin of late blues harpist Carey Bell) in Macon, Mississippi, Eddy moved with his family
to Birmingham, Alabama at age thirteen. With music from
blues to gospel to country & western surrounding him from
an early age, Eddy taught himself to play guitar (left-handed
and upside down), and began performing with various gospel groups, including the legendary Five Blind Boys of Alabama. After moving to Chicago in 1950, Eddy stayed with his
uncle and took a job as a dishwasher, saving and stretching
as much as he could from his $37 a week salary. Through his
uncle’s contacts, Eddy met many of Chicago’s blues stars. He
fell deeply under the spell of the blues, and under the wing
of West Side soul star Magic Sam, who would become one
of Eddy’s closest friends and mentors. He met and befriended everyone from Sunnyland Slim to Earl Hooker, picking up
licks and lessons along the way. As ‘Guitar Eddy’, he was
making a name for himself, working the South and West Side
bars regularly. And after hearing Chuck Berry in 1957, Eddy
adopted that rock and roll slant to his already searing blues
style, creating a unique sound that brought him a wider audience which defines him to this day. He recorded his first
single, Hillbilly Blues in 1958 for his uncle’s Atomic H label
under the name Clear Waters. His manager at the time, drummer Jump Jackson, came up with the name as a word play on
Muddy Waters. It was a regional hit and the name morphed
into Eddy Clearwater.
He worked the local circuit steadily throughout the 1950s,
1960s and into the 1970s, finding success among the North
Side college crowd who responded to his individual brand
of blues, his rock and roll spirit and his high energy stage
show. Wearing a full Indian headdress on the cover of his
first full-length release (an homage to his Cherokee blood),

“The Chief”, as he was now known, reached the largest audience of his career. EC went onto recording numerous albums for various labels during the 1980s and 1990s. With
his fierce guitar playing, soulful and emotive vocals and wild
stage shows, Eddy’s star continued to grow even brighter. His
2003 CD Rock ‘N’ Roll City paired him up with the surf-rocking, Mexican wrestling-masked instrumentalists, Los Straitjackets. The unlikely pairing turned out to be a match made
in Blue Heaven, garnering a nomination for a Grammy Award
and earning Eddy a multitude of new fans. With West Side
Strut, Eddy has made his self-declared, best album of his life.
“Joyous rave-ups... Clearwater testifies with stunning soul fervor and powerful guitar. One of the Blues finest songwriters.”
(Blues Review) Between the untamed guitar work, the rough
and tumble vocals and the strength of the songs, the oldschool yet contemporary, “West Side Strut” articulates Eddy’s
inimitable blues perspective. Clearwater loves to perform,
constantly tearing it up somewhere around the world on any
given night strutting his slicing guitar licks, his rock-fueled
blues, rockabilly, country and gospel gumbo in his inimitable style. From straight ahead blues and humorous rockers
to plaintive, emotion packed ballads. All are brought to life
vividly by Eddy’s ferocious and unflinching guitar playing, his
power-packed vocals and unlimited energy. Eddy Clearwater
takes his listeners on “an inspired trip to that rollicking crossroads where the blues and rock collide.” – Billboard
From http://tbonewalkerbluesfest.com

CD Review

The Nace Brothers
Space in Time
Moon Crow Music

The Nace Brothers were recently at the
21st Saloon. If you didn’t attend, you
missed a great show. They are an extremely tight band, having played together for many years. The members are
very friendly and unpretentious. They
previewed their new cd that night.
This cd is an eclectic blend of blues, country, and rock. The
songs were all written by Jimmy Nace - along with Rex Elkins on track eight. There is a high degree of musicianship
throughout. David Nace is my favorite lead singing, stand up
drummer!
I really like the instrumental Mo Twang with outstanding
guitar supplied by Jimmy. T.J. Erhardt shines on Sweet Forgiveness. His keyboard playing is reminiscent of the great
Chuck Level on this tune.
I recommend this excellent cd to listeners that enjoy artists
such as the Cate Brothers or the Belairs that don’t fall neatly
into a category but play a range of styles.
--A.J. Foyt

PHOTO BY RICHARD ALLEN

Some of the BSO group that ventured the trek to Des Moines for the annual CIBS Winter Blues Festival. Tough to beat 12 bands for $25, and in
GO GO
GREEN!!!
GREEN!!!
February an indoor event is definitely a good thing. Omaha was well represented
by
the Hector Anchondo Band, who put on a great show.
 YES!
 YES!

Member

B E N E F I T S
☞ Monthly newsletter
☞ Special events, parties
☞ 10% off your bill on Mondays at

BAILEY’S BREAKFAST & LUNCH,
1259 S. 120th Street (next door to
Bronco’s), Omaha, with your current
BSO Donation Card

☞ Special pre-sale and discounted
tickets to selected BSO events
…and more
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Thank you for your generous support and for helping us Keep the Blues Alive here in Nebraska !!!
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