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THE BLUES SOCIETY OF OMAHA PRESENTS  
LEGENDARY THURSDAY BLUES MATINEES  

AND MORE.
Unless noted otherwise, all shows are 6 pm and

at Stocks n Bonds, 8528 Park Drive, Omaha.
May 6th........................Mike Zito with special guests Joanna Connor 
	 and Albert Castiglia ($20 adv. / $30 dos)
May 13th....................................Josh Hoyer and Soul Colossal ($10)
May 20th..................................Blues is Back Guitar Showcase ($15)
May 21st – Friday 6:30 and 9 pm shows at the Jewell
	 Lurrie Bell ($15)
May 27th.................Stocks n Bonds presents Live Wire @ 8 pm ($5)
May 30th – Sunday 3 to 10 pm..........BSO Riverfront Blues Festival 
	 feat. The Danielle Nicole Band, Rex Granite Band 
	 and the return of BluesEd ($15 – adv. tix at Eventbrite.com)
June 3rd.....................Gerard Delafose and the Zydeco Gaters ($15)
June 10th....... Save Omaha Stages Show at Rathskeller Bier House 
	 with Dustin Arbuckle, Matt Woods and Matt Cox ( Free Show!)
June 17th @ The Jewell.............Bruce Katz ($15 – 6 to 9 pm show)

TAB BENOIT
Whiskey Revue 

feat. Alastair Greene
Thurs. June 10th @ 8 pm

Slowdown, Omaha

2 Big shows at the Zoo Bar • 5 pm Fri. May 7th and Sat. May 8th

Lil’ Ed and the Blues Imperials

JOSH HOYER AND SOUL COLOSSAL
Album Release Parties for Natural Born Hustler

Friday, April 30th - 6:30 and 9 pm shows • The Jewell, Omaha
Thursday, May 13th @ 6 pm • Stocks n Bonds, Omaha

BSO Presents  
Chicago Blues Guitar Legend Lurrie Bell 

Fri May 21st - 6:30 and 9 pm shows

Hector Anchondo Band Back Home Concert 
Sat. May 29th - 6:30 and 9 pm shows
See jewellomaha.com for info and tickets LURRIE BELL

Adv. tickets at eventbrite.com

Featuring 
Danielle Nicole Band

Rex Granite Band feat.  
Sarah Benck 

And the return  
of  BluesEd

Adv. Tix at Eventbrite.com

BSO RIVERFRONT BLUES FEST!
  Sunday, May 30th
  Dam Bar at Miller’s Landing

Gate Opens at 3pm, Music from 4-10pm
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Why Join the Blues Society of Omaha with Your Membership Donation?
The Blues Society of Omaha, Inc. is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization formed in 1998. We are an all-volunteer organization with over 800 
dues-paying members. BSO’s mission is “Keepin’ the Blues Alive”. We are recognized as one of the top Blues Societies in the country. With 
the help of your tax-deductible donation we continue to promote blues music, blues musicians, and live music venues & events. Among 
our many projects and accomplishments are these:
•	 BSO promotes musicians and venues by maintaining a comprehensive live music calendar on our website, omahablues.com. BSO also 

distributes free monthly news flyers with calendars to numerous public gathering spots to inform the general community of live music 
shows in the area.

•	 BluesEd is a non-profit youth artist development program created and sponsored by Blues Society of Omaha. The BluesEd program 
began in 2001 to provide opportunities for young musicians to learn blues music in a series of workshops and to play with other 
students in a band format. Our BluesEd bands always are impressive and they have performed at some of the finest festivals & venues 
in and around Omaha. 

•	 The Blues Society of Omaha has hosted an annual Nebraska Blues Challenge competition for local bands since 2011. All of the participating bands are 
showcased in judged public events as they compete for a package of prizes and the honor of representing BSO at the International Blues Challenge 
competition held in Memphis. All of the winning Nebraska bands have gone on to receive national attention and acclaim while making BSO 
proud! 

•	 BSO produces and/or sponsors various music events throughout the year. 
•	 BSO is a contributor to and supporter of Playing With Fire, a series of free outdoor concerts held each summer in Omaha since 2004.
•	 BSO provides support to The Zoo Bar, Lincoln’s legendary and award-winning blues venue. BSO is a sponsor of the annual ZooFest 

music festival. 
•	 In conjunction with Toy Drive for Pine Ridge, BSO hosts an annual toy drive and concert fundraiser for the children of Pine Ridge 

Reservation.
•	 BSO regularly produces charitable events for musicians in need.

As a member and donor, you are entitled to great membership benefits:
•	 Free subscription to “Blues Notes”, our monthly newsletter that will keep you abreast of blues events in the area, blues CD reviews, and 

other articles of interest to blues connoisseurs! 
•	 E-blasts with late-breaking blues news. 
•	 Special pre-sale and discounted tickets to select events.
•	 Discounts offered by generous local businesses. 
•	 Pride in belonging to a group dedicated to “Keepin’ The Blues Alive”!

Please consider switching to the GREEN VERSION of Blues Notes. You will be saving the planet 
while saving BSO some expense. Contact Susan Keith at membership@omahablues.com  

to switch to e-mail delivery and get the scoop days before snail mail members!

BLUES ON THE RADIO:
Mondays 1pm-3pm on KIOS 91.5 “Blues in the Afternoon” with Mike Jacobs

You can listen to the live stream at www.kios.org

Sundays 9am-Noon on KIWR 89.7 Rick Galusha’s “PS Blues”  
Podcast now available on Spotify

https://anchor.fm/pacific-street-blues-and-americana

Lincoln’s KZUM Radio - Nebraska’s only community radio,  
and you can listen to it on the web at KZUM.org.

Monday – 3:00-6:00pm “World Gone Wrong Blues”
Tuesday – 3:00-6:00pm “Group W Blues”

Wednesday – 3:00-6:00pm “Highway Blues” • 8:30-10:00pm “Radio Gumbo”
Thursday – 3:00-5:00pm “Blue Water Mixtape”    

Friday – 1:00-3:00pm “Women’s Blues & Boogie” • 3:00-6:00pm “Hudson Blue”
Saturday – 6:00-7:00am “Beale Street Caravan” • 7:00-8:00am “Juke in the Back”

Sunday – 2:00-4:00pm “Back at the Chicken Shack” 
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Check out B.J. Huchtemann’s column Hoodoo Blues monthly in the Omaha READER   
for info on upcoming shows and other news in the roots-blues music scene.  

Look for B.J.’s byline under the Music tab at thereader.com

BSO CORPORATE SPONSORS
BLUE CLUB 

Absolutely Fresh Seafood –  
Greg & Teri Lindberg 

Corner Bar - Tammy Trahan 
Mama’s Pizza West  

Glenn & Sheila Bauer 
Chick Ganz 

Kit & Pam Kelley 
Royce & Jo Kreitman

Jeff Luerhs - Omaha Lounge 
Terry O’Halloran
Ernest Sutherlin 

Lonnie & Sandie Thomas
Rick and Brenda Petersen

CORPORATE
Bel Air Merchant’s Association  

Havana Garage 

Paul Scott Hoagbin Blues Band
Rathskeller Bier Haus 

River City Star 
The Jewell – Brian McKenna 

West Point Rack  
Mitch Bolte 
Paul Gerber 

Mark Goldfein 
Steve & Lisa Krueger 

Brad League
Bob Morrison 

Dan Van Houten 
David & Susan Vanlandingham 
Don Younts & Shawn Hayward 

SPECIAL 
Down Under Lounge  

Karlene Adamson-Harper 

Richard Allen & Nancy Walsh 
Bill & Brenda Bahrke 

Matthew Barges 
Mo Barry 

Vanessa Marie  
Kenny & Linda Benton 

Robin & Elizabeth Bracy-Robson   
Jerry  Byers 

Geoff & Elaine Clark 
Cory and Debbie Christians

Robert  Daisley 
Mary Elofson 
Rick Galusha 

Mike & Sally Hansen 
Steve Harman 
Todd Higgins 

Michael Jacobs 

Susan & Troy Krupicka 
Catherine McCarthy Tussey 
Bonnie Mercer & Kim Burns 

Steve & Nancy Mether 
Nebraska Debate Institute

Michael Novak
James F “Bimbo” Pietro, DDS 
John  Pollack & Karen Berry 

Steve Saunders 
Mikel Schmidt & Leslie Eurek 

Ann Scolaro 
Sid Sidner & Joan Crouchley  

Tim Sorrell
J & V Suchomel 

Bill & Denise Teeple
James Thele
Steve Voss

Mike Zito and  
His Big Blues Band  

“A TRIBUTE TO  
CHUCK BERRY”  

featuring 
ALBERT CASTIGLIA  

and  
JOANNA CONNOR  

is coming your way Omaha!

Sponsored by the  
Blues Society of Omaha, 

“A TRIBUTE TO CHUCK BERRY”  
will take place at  

Stocks n Bonds Omaha on 
THURSDAY, MAY 6th @ 6:00PM.

Advance tickets available  
now at Eventbrite.com  

$20 adv. / $30 dos.
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What’s New with BluesEd?
We’re BACK!! BluesEd is celebrating their 20th Season 
this spring after taking the previous summer off due to the 
pandemic. We currently have 30 musicians in four bands 
that attended our first (and hopefully last!) Virtual Kick Off 
Meeting. We greatly missed the annual photo opportunity 
but everyone was so excited by the prospect of performing 
again, that nobody seemed to mind!

This year, the bands range in size from 5 to 10 musicians 
and we welcomed 13 new members over the last 2 years. 
We offered all seniors from the 2019/2020 cohort the op-
portunity to extend their eligibility for one year due to the 
cancellation of last season. Our decrease from six bands to 
four was largely due to attrition and lingering covid con-
cerns.

The bands have begun rehearsing for the upcoming season 
using current CDC social distancing guidelines while wear-
ing masks in well-ventilated areas. It’s an exciting time for 
getting to know our new musicians and putting togeth-
er new set lists. We’re excited once again to be working 
closely with BSO on venues and performance opportunities 
during the spring and summer months. There is no other 
youth musical development program like this in the world 
that is dedicated to “Keeping The Blues Alive”.

There are many ways to support our program:

Come listen to our bands play. There is a public calendar on 
our website www.bluesed.com which will list all our per-

formances. This will be updated shortly as we firm up our 
dates and venues. 

Attend our annual BluesEd Showcase on Sunday, July 11th 
at The Slowdown. 

Consider making a donation via our website by clicking on 
the “Donate” button. 

Volunteer. We are always looking for volunteers to help 
with our performances and major events. Contact direc-
tors@bluesed.com. 

Attend our BluesEd Finale at The Waiting Room Lounge on 
August 1st.  

Purchase BluesEd merchandise on our website (including 
our 20th Anniversary t-shirt) when our BluesEd store goes 
“live” for two weeks at the end of May. 

Be a BluesEd Ambassador! 

If anyone you know is interested in booking one of our 
bands, have them visit our website and click the link at the 
bottom of the home page “Request A Performance”.  

If someone you know is interested in auditioning for next 
year’s 2022 cohort, have them click the “Audition Form” at 
the bottom of the Audition Tab on our website. 

We continue to thank all the members of BSO for your sup-
port of this award winning program.

Pamela and Michael Klein, Directors

KRIS LAGER BRANDON HUDSPETH NICK SCHNEBELEN HECTOR ANCHONDO

The Blues Is Back Guitar Showcase!
Thursday, May 20th @ 6 pm ($15) • Stocks n Bonds, Omaha

Omaha is blessed with some great local and regional guitar players,  
and it’s not often that we have this level of talent on one stage.

Featuring:  
Kris Lager, Craig Balderston, John Fairchild, Howard Mahan, Brandon Hudspeth,  

Nick Schnebelen, Hector Anchondo, Shawn Holt, Ben Curran and more!

All great players, join us for a great show!
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BSO Members for over 20 years

Night after night at their live shows, Josh Hoyer & Soul 
Colossal leave it all on the table, bringing crowds palpa-
bly authentic music. This is a real working band; music for 
the people, by the people. You hear the veracity in Hoyer’s 
voice. You hear the strife of a guitar amp being pushed to 
its limits. You hear keyboards hammering notes home while 
emboldened horns soar over the top of a rhythm section 
akin to a freight train. The raucous funk and smooth soul 
emanating from the stage dutifully pays homage to the past 
soul giants while simultaneously charging forward, piloting 
themselves into the modern era. This is soul music.                  

Hoyer formed Josh Hoyer & Soul Colossal in 2012 in famed 
blues town Lincoln, Nebraska. The award-winning five-
piece band includes some of the area’s 
most revered and accomplished musi-
cians. Joining Hoyer (keyboards/vocals) 
is Blake DeForest (trumpet), Mike Keel-
ing (bass), Benjamin Kushner (guitar), 
and Harrison ElDorado (drums). Inspired 
by the sounds of Stax, Motown, Mus-
cle Shoals, New Orleans, Philly and San 
Francisco, the band continuously crosses 
musical boundaries both in style and era, 
and joins forces each show with a com-
mon goal - to have the crowd dancing 
so much they forget even their smallest 
troubles.

On March 26, 2020, Josh Hoyer & Soul 
Colossal released Natural Born Hustler, 
their 5th studio album and first album 
with new label partner, Color Red. The 
album was recorded in May and Novem-
ber of 2019 at Color Red studio in Denver, 
CO. Natural Born Hustler was recorded 
and produced by Color Red co-owner and 
guitarist of The New Mastersounds, Eddie 
Roberts. The pairing of Roberts and Hoyer 
turned out to be a perfect union of sound 
and writing and the band has finally cap-
tured the realness of their live shows with 

Josh Hoyer and Soul Colossal CD Release Parties!
Thursday, May 6th @ 6 pm • Zoo Bar, Lincoln

Thursday, May 13th @ 6 pm ($10) • Stocks n Bonds, Omaha

Color Red. Recorded straight to tape with minimal overdub-
bing, the album is all about Soul and Vibe. Available world-
wide in record stores, on CD and Vinyl, and on all streaming 
platforms, the album has recieved rave reviews internation-
ally including American Songwriter, saying “fans of the ret-
ro music associated with the Daptone and Coalmine labels 
will gravitate to this…Josh Hoyer & Soul Colossal perfected 
their approach on stage where it counts, infusing these per-
formances with an electrifying, pulse pounding and well, 
colossal presence.”

From the Artist’s website.



Gate Opens at 3 pm, Music from 4-10pm
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Blues in May & June
[Sat May 01]
Rhythm Collective (Reggae) @ Junkstock (4:00 pm) (Junkstock)
Daniel and The Deliverance at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
Mountain Heart at Holland Center Outdoors (7:00 pm) (Holland Center 
Outdoors)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
[Sun May 02]
The Metropolitan Area Youth Jazz Orchestra at the Holland Center Outdoors 
(7:00 pm) (Holland Center Outdoors)
[Wed May 05]
Mike Zito & His Big Blues Band @ The Zoo Bar (6:00 pm) (The Zoo Bar)
Blue House with the Rent To Own Horns @ Bogie’s West (6:30 pm) (Bogie’s 
West)
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)
Pete Fucinaro Quartet at The Jewell (7:30 pm) (The Jewell)
[Thu May 06]
Mike Zito & His Big Blues Band Tribute to Chuck Berry (feat. Joanna Connor 
& Albert Castiglia) @ Stocks ‘n’ Bonds (6:00 pm) (Stocks n Bonds)
Josh Hoyer & Soul Colossal @ The Zoo Bar (6:00 pm) (The Zoo Bar)
Sailing in Soup at The Jewell (7:00 pm) (The Jewell)
[Fri May 07]
Hector Anchondo @ Junkstock (11:00 am) (Junkstock)
Matt Cox Band @ Junkstock (4:00 pm) (Junkstock)
Lil’ Ed and the Blues Imperials @ The Zoo Bar (5:00 pm) (The Zoo Bar)
Rocky Athas Band @ The B. Bar (5:30 pm) (The B Bar)
Devon and Lisa Fulton @ The Hopyard (6:00 pm) (The Hopyard)
Mitch Towne Featuring Special Guest Kyle Asche at The Jewell (6:30 pm) 
(The Jewell)
[Sat May 08]
Lil’ Ed and the Blues Imperials @ the Zoo Bar – 2nd show! (5:00 pm) (The 
Zoo Bar)
Andy William & The Nebraska All Stars, Latin Music at The Jewell (6:30 pm) 
(The Jewell)
Hector Anchondo @ Full Fledged Brewing Company (7:00 pm) (Full Fledged 
Brewing Company)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
Blue House with the Rent To Own Horns @ Copacabana (9:00 pm) (Copa 
Cabana)
[Wed May 12]
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)
Etienne Charles and Creole Soul at The Holland Center (7:30 pm) (The 
Holland Center)
Blue House @ Barnato (8:00 pm) (Barnato)
[Thu May 13]
Josh Hoyer and The Soul Colossal CD Release @ Stocks n Bonds (6:00 pm) 
(Stocks n Bonds)
Ninja Phunk’s Open Jam @ The B. Bar (7:00 pm) (The B Bar)
[Fri May 14]
Luther James Band @ The B. Bar (5:30 pm) (The B Bar)
Sailing in Soup at Ozone (6:30 pm) (The Ozone Lounge)
Mitch Towne Trio with Special Guest Saxophonist Adam Larson at The Jewell 
(6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
Kris Lager Band @ The Dam Bar (7:00 pm) (The Dam Grill & Bar Outdoor 
Stage)
Max Carl @ Barnato (8:00 pm) (Barnato)

[Sat May 15]
Tyi Hakeem & Brown Suga R&B/Soul at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
[Wed May 19]
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)
[Thu May 20]
The Blues Is Back Guitar Showcase @ Stocks n Bonds (6:00 pm) (Stocks n 
Bonds)
[Fri May 21]
Hector Anchondo @ The Hop Yard (12:00 pm) (The Hop Yard)
Backseat Delilah @ The B. Bar (5:30 pm) (The B Bar)
The Blues Society of Omaha Presents Chicago Blues Guitar Legend Lurrie 
Bell at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
Devon and Lisa Fulton @ The Bellevue Eagle’s Club (7:00 pm) (Bellevue 
Eagle’s Club)
Rhythm Collective @ the Dam Bar (7:00 pm) (The Dam Grill & Bar Outdoor 
Stage)
Sailing in Soup @ Fala’s Treasures & Coffee House (and Beer) (7:00 pm) 
(Fala’s Treasures and Coffee Shop)
Swampboy Blues Band @ Soaring Wings Vineyard and Brewing (7:00 pm) 
(Soaring Wings Winery)
[Sat May 22]
Big Daddy Caleb & The Chargers @ The Zoo Bar (5:00 pm) (The Zoo Bar)
Marcus Lewis, Mitch Towne & David Hawkins at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The 
Jewell)
The Rex Granite Band featuring Sarah Benck / Soul Tree at The B. Bar (7:00 
pm) (The B Bar)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
Kris Lager Band @ The Marquee (9:00 pm) (The Marquee)
[Tue May 25]
Smith & Myers at the Holland Center Outdoors (7:00 pm) (The Holland 
Center Outdoors)
[Wed May 26]
Singer Songwriter, Andre Vander Velde (Solo) at The Jewell (7:00 pm) (The 
Jewell)
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)
[Thu May 27]
Guitarist Tim Kobza Album Release at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
Ninja Phunk’s Open Jam @ The B. Bar (7:00 pm) (The B Bar)
BSO is a proud sponsor of Leftover Salmon w/ Aaron Kamm & The One 
Drops @ Falconwood Park (7:00 pm) (Falconwood Park)

SHERRI MC and 
MICHAEL ADAMS
Thursdays @ 8:30

R STYLE BAND
Friday Nights  

@ 8:30

UPTOWN SATURDAY
NIGHTS with

The TERRY PARKER
QUARTET

Saturdays @ 8:30 pm

FREE  
SHOWS!

 666 N. 144th Street • Omaha
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Blues in May & June
[Fri May 28]
Wags and the Recess Players @ The Zoo Bar (5:00 pm) (The Zoo Bar)
OLUS @ The B. Bar (5:30 pm) (The B Bar)
Nikki Boulay sings Bonnie Raitt at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
Jason Moran and The Bandwagon at The Holland Center (7:30 pm) (The 
Holland Center)
[Sat May 29]
Swampboy Blues Band @ Heron Bay (6:00 pm) (Heron Bay)
Hector Anchondo Band Special Concert at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
[Sun May 30]
Danielle Nicole, Rex Granite Band feat. Sarah Benck, & BluesEd @ BSO 
Riverfront Blues Fest (3:00 pm) (The Dam Grill & Bar Outdoor Stage)
David Diaz Project @ Heron Bay (6:00 pm) (Heron Bay)
Sweet Tea Music @ Slattery Vintage Estates (7:00 pm) (SlatteryVintage 
Estates)
[Mon May 31]
The Infamous Stringdusters @ Falconwood Park (5:00 pm) (Falconwood 
Park)
[Wed Jun 02]
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)
[Thu Jun 03]
Gerard Delafose and the Zydeco Gators @ Stocks n Bonds (6:00 pm) 
(Stocks n Bonds)
[Fri Jun 04]
Alexis Arai y Su Grupo Latino at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
[Sat Jun 05]
Rhythm Collective – Taste Of Omaha @ Elmwood Park (3:30 pm) (Taste of 
Omaha at Elmwood Park)
Soaring Wings Vineyard & Brewing – 17th Annual Blues, Beer, and Hot Air 
Balloon Festival (5:30 pm) (Soaring Wings Winery)
Ancient Greek Gods @ Heron Bay (6:00 pm) (Heron Bay)
Juke Butter Funky Soulful Jazz Trio at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
The Rex Granite Band featuring Sarah Benck / The Grace Giebler Project @ 
Reverb Lounge (7:00 pm) (Reverb Lounge)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
[Sun Jun 06]
Swampboy Blues Band @ Heron Bay (6:00 pm) (Heron Bay)
[Tue Jun 08]
Reverend Horton Heat & Dale Watson @ The Zoo Bar (6:00 pm) (The Zoo Bar)
[Wed Jun 09]
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)
Reverend Horton Heat & Dale Watson @ Barnato (8:00 pm) (Barnato)

[Thu Jun 10]
Michael “Gooch” Gurciullo Quartet at The Jewell (7:00 pm) (The Jewell)
Ninja Phunk’s Open Jam @ The B. Bar (7:00 pm) (The B Bar)
Tab Benoit Whiskey Bayou Review @ Slowdown (8:00 pm) (Slowdown)
[Fri Jun 11]
Sailing in Soup @ Breezy Hills Winery (Minden, IA) (4:00 pm) (Breezy Hills 
Winery)
Bobby Messano @ The B. Bar (5:30 pm) (The B Bar)
[Sat Jun 12]
Union County Strings @ the Malvern, Iowa Concert Series (6:00 pm) (Mal-
vern City Park)
Kelley Hunt at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The Jewell)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
[Wed Jun 16]
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)
[Thu Jun 17]
The BSO Presents The Bruce Katz Band at The Jewell (6:00 pm) (The Jewell)
[Fri Jun 18]
Bruce Katz @ The Zoo Bar (5:00 pm) (The Zoo Bar)
The Lao Tizer Quintet Featuring Eric Marienthal at The Jewell (6:30 pm) (The 
Jewell)
The Rex Granite Band featuring Sarah Benck @ “Downtown Live” in Sioux 
City (7:00 pm) (Sioux City Public Museum)
[Sat Jun 19]
Omaha Freedom Festival – Juneteenth Celebration at Malcolm X Memorial 
Foundation Amphitheater (12:00 pm) (Malcolm X Memorial Foundation 
Amphitheater)
The Bel Airs @ the Malvern, Iowa Concert Series (6:00 pm) (Malvern City 
Park)
Swampboy Blues Band @ Heron Bay (6:00 pm) (Heron Bay)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
[Sun Jun 20]
Andy Frasco & The U.N. @ Barnato (8:00 am) (Barnato)
[Wed Jun 23]
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)
[Thu Jun 24]
Ninja Phunk’s Open Jam @ The B. Bar (7:00 pm) (The B Bar)
[Fri Jun 25]
Sailing in Soup at Ozone (6:30 pm) (The Ozone Lounge)
[Sat Jun 26]
Sailing In Soup @ the Malvern, Iowa Concert Series (6:00 pm) (Malvern City 
Park)
David Diaz Project @ Heron Bay (6:00 pm) (Heron Bay)
Rhythm Collective – Outdoors Caribbean Night @ The Holland Center (7:00 
pm) (The Holland Center Outdoors)
Uptown Saturday Nights > With the Terry Parker Quartet – The Omaha 
Lounge (8:30 pm) 
Blue House with the Rent To Own Horns @ Copacabana (9:00 pm) (Copa 
Cabana)
[Sun Jun 27]
Swampboy Blues Band @ Heron Bay (6:00 pm) (Heron Bay)
[Wed Jun 30]
Gunnar Guenette @ Tavern On Q (7:00 pm) (Tavern on Q)

OPEN BLUES JAMS
ZOO BAR HOUSE BAND AND OPEN JAM 
Mondays @ 7 pm • May 3rd, 24th and 31st

B BAR OPEN JAM – hosted by Ninja Phunk 
7:30 pm Every Other Thursday 
April 29th, May13th and 27th



BLUES NEWS • BLUES SOCIETY OF OMAHA 	 PAGE 9

Born in 1958, the son of 
famed blues harmonica 
player Carey Bell, Lurrie Bell 
picked up his father’s guitar 
at age of five and taught him-
self to play. He was clearly 
gifted. In addition, he grew 
up with many of the Chi-
cago blues legends around 
him. Eddie Taylor, Big Walter 
Horton, Eddie C. Campbell, 
Eddie Clearwater, Lovie Lee, 
Sunnyland Slim, Jimmy Daw-
kins and many more were 
frequent visitors to his house. 
They all helped to shape and 

school him in the blues, but none as much as his father’s 
long-time employer Muddy Waters.

By seventeen Lurrie Bell was playing on stage with Willie 
Dixon. In 1977 he was a founding member of The Sons of 
Blues with Freddie Dixon (son of Willie) and Billy Branch. 
The band recorded three standout tracks for Alligator Re-
cords’ Grammy nominated Living Chicago Blues series. In 
1978 Bell joined Koko Taylor’s band and stayed for several 
years, honing his chops and learning the ropes of being 
a traveling musician. He continued to work with his dad 

— Blues Society of Omaha Presents —
Chicago Blues Guitar Legend Lurrie Bell

Friday, May 21st – 6:30 and 9 pm shows ($15) • The Jewell, 1030 Capitol Ave. Omaha

as well, recording the 1984 Rooster Blues album Son Of a 
Gun and several other titles for UK’s JSP Records. Not only 
was Bell recognized as an exceptionally talented guitarist 
and musician, his knowledge of different blues styles, his 
soulfulness and his musical maturity delivered write-ups in 
publications such as Rolling Stone and The New York Times.

Battling and defeating a series of personal demons kept him 
out of the studio and off the road for a long spell in the 
late 1980’s, but Bell persevered and re-surfaced in the mid-
1990’s with a succession of four highly acclaimed records 
for Chicago’s Delmark label.

Since the onset of the new millennium, Bell’s profile has 
been steadily rising. 2002 saw the release of the CD Cutting 
Heads and in 2004 Alligator Records released Second Na-
ture an acoustic duet record with his father Carey Bell that 
was nominated for a WC Handy Award Acoustic Record of 
the Year by the Blues Foundation in Memphis.

At last count Lurrie Bell has now appeared on over 50+ re-
cordings either as leader or featured sideman. Lurrie Bell’s 
elegant and intense guitar playing and passionate vocals 
have made him a favorite at clubs and festivals around 
the world and have earned him a reputation as one of the 
“leading lights” in the future of the blues.

From the Artist’s website.

In The Market For Blues is a GO! We are thrilled to announce our 2021 festival date of Saturday, August 7th for In The Market For Blues! 
It’s Time...Time to take care of our musicians...Time to enjoy live music again...Time to patronize our local music venues... 

Time to take care of our own and have a good time! 
Tickets will be available soon and we hope you make plans to join us for 14 hours of music at 14 venues in  

Downtown Omaha and the Old Market district on Saturday, August 7, 2021.
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TAB BENOIT  
at Slowdown

WHISKEY BAYOU REVUE 
featuring ALISTAIR GREENE!

Thursday, June 10th 
Doors at 7:00pm

Main Room 
$25 Advance/ 

$30 Day of Show 
$40 Balcony 

$50 Reserved Pitside East/ 
Reserved Pitside West

Event info and tix @  
theslowdown.com

5:30 PM SHOWS
FRIDAYS AT THE B. BAR

Apr. 30th	 BSO Presents

	 Brandon Miller Band
May 7th	 BSO Presents

	 Rocky Athas Band
May 14th	 Luther James Band
May 21st	 Backseat Delilah
May 28th	 OLUS

Apr. 30th	 BSO Presents

	 Brandon Miller Band
May 7th	 BSO Presents

	 Rocky Athas Band
May 14th	 Luther James Band
May 21st	 Backseat Delilah
May 28th	 OLUS

Mondays @ 7 pm – May 3rd, 24th and 31st 
Zoo Bar House Band and Open Jam

Wednesday, May 5th @ 6 pm 
Mike Zito and his Big Blues Band

Thursday, May 6th @ 6 pm 
Josh Hoyer and Soul Colossal
Friday, May 7th @ 5 pm – FAC 

Lil’ Ed and the Blues Imperials
Saturday, May 8th @ 5 pm – Second Show! 

Lil’ Ed and the Blues Imperials
Saturday, May 22nd @ 5 pm 

Big Daddy Caleb and the Chargers
Friday, May 28th @ 5 pm 

Wags and the Recess Players
Tuesday, June 8th @ 6 pm 

Reverend Horton Heat and Dale Watson
Friday, June 18th @ 5 pm 

Bruce Katz

See zoobar.com for a full schedule

40 ARENA WAY, SUITE 2, COUNCIL BLUFFS
NEAR THE MID-AMERICA CENTER



BLUES NEWS • BLUES SOCIETY OF OMAHA 	 PAGE 11

The Blues Society of Omaha presents our Annual Memorial 
Day Eve Blues Festival! Headlining this year will be 2019 
Grammy Nominee Danielle Nicole! 

The Rex Granite Band featuring Sarah Benck plus BluesEd 
will join the Danielle Nicole Band.

Danielle Nicole began music from 
the moment she was born. Musical 
influences from generations on 
both sides of her parent›s families 
ensured that a love of playing 
music would continue to be passed 
among her and her siblings.

Nicole began singing publicly with 
her parent’s bands as a youth and 
took ahold of her full time in her 
early 20s.

As a founding member of the “Heavy Blues” sibling band 
Trampled Under Foot, she and her brothers took top hon-
ors at the International Blues Challenge in the US, propelling 
them into Canada, Scandinavia, Europe, UK and was featured 

on several Legendary Rhythm & Blues Cruises. It wasn’t un-
til 2015 that Nicole set out on her own with over a decade 
of touring experience in her purse with the release of “Wolf 
Den” recorded in New Orleans with Anders Osborne.

Nicole’s 2017 release of “Cry No More” ushered in not only 
a heavier sound and style differentiating Nicole’s already 
broadening voice and writing, but also accrued a slew of 
accolades including a 2019 Grammy Nomination for Con-
temporary Blues Album; 2 Blues Music Awards for Contem-
porary Female Artist and her second Instrumentalist ~ Bass, 
and 3 Independent Blue Music Awards.

The Rex Granite Band featuring Sarah Benck  was the 
Blues Society of Omaha’s winner in the Nebraska Blues 
Challenge band category in 2020. The 4 piece band made 
it all the way to the semi-finals in Memphis at the Interna-
tional Blues Challenge.

BluesEd began in 2001 by the Blues Society of Omaha and 
was created to provide opportunities for talented Middle 
and High School age musicians to play with other students 
in a performing band format. Now boasting over 200 alumni 
the program continues to strive to “Keeping the Blues Alive.”

From the Artist’s website.

BSO Riverfront Blues Fest
Sunday, May 30th – 3 to 10 pm • Dam Bar, 151 Freedom Road, Omaha

Gate Opens at 3pm, Music from 4 to 10 pm • $15 adv. tickets at Eventbrite.com / $20 dos

The Zydeco Gators was established by 
Gerard Delafose in 2007.

Gerard is a 3rd generation Zydeco Mu-
sician. He is the grandson of the late 
great John Delafose and the nephew 
of the legendary Geno Delafose.

Gerard has been playing the accordion for over 20 years. 
He first picked it up when he was only 8 years old. He 
grew up learning from the best, and will surely bring that 
legendary Zydeco sound that we all grew up loving!

“The band and I mix up our own fresh funky groove from 
double beats, straight beats,triple beats,waltz,bluesy and 
slow belly rubbing dancing sounds into the music we play. 
We also uphold a high standard of professional ethic, while 
knowing how to entertain even the toughest of crowds!” 

THE BAND
Accordion : Gerard Delafose 

Drums : Garret Jack 
Washboard : Dion Guillory 

Bass : Justin Bibby 
Guitars : Jessie Delgizze and Johnathan Malbrew

From the Artist’s website.

GERARD DELAFOSE AND 
THE ZYDECO GATERS

Thursday, June 3rd @ 6 pm ($15)
Stocks n Bonds, Omaha

To join, go to www.patreon.com/zoobar

We've made it easier than ever to start your membership 
to the Blues Society of Omaha. When you pre-purchase 
your ticket on Eventbrite to the BSO Riverfront Blues Fest 
on May 30th you have the option to add a single or family 
BSO membership to your ticket. We'll even buy your first 
drink as a Thank You to our new members. *Redeemable 
on Sunday, 5/30/21, only at Dam Bar.
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BSO BAND DIRECTORY
Band	 Contact 	 Phone # / Email

COUNCIL BLUFFS, Iowa
The Clean & Easy Band..................................................................Jerry Potter...............................................................................................712-309-5996

HASTINGS 
Smokey B. and the XYZ’s...............................................................Byron Starr ................................................ 402-462-5879 / doughartford@yahoo.com

KEARNEY 
OK Sisters.......................................................................................Kate Fly........................................................308-627-3021 / kathryn1981@gmail.com 

LINCOLN
Big Daddy Caleb & The Chargers..................................................Caleb Whisenhunt..................................402-202-9895 / BigDaddyCaleb@yahoo.com
Blues Messengers............................................................................Jake Wiese................................................................................................402-601-4959
The Blues Project............................................................................Lary Lehman............................................................................................402-421-2936
Church House Blues Band .............................................................Danny Dakan................................................. 402-890-2533 / Firewarrior57@aol.com 
Josh Hoyer & Soul Colossal...........................................................Josh Hoyer................ 402-416-3846 / josh@joshhoyer.com / booking@joshhoyer.com
Levi William...................................................................................Levi William................................................402-310-2681 / pattonpromo@gmail.com 
The Mezcal Brothers.......................................................................Gerardo Meza...........................................................................................402-438-5120 
Super Blues Party............................................................................Jared Alberico.........................................402-474-2473 / superbluesparty@gmail.com
Tim Budig Band..............................................................................Tim Budig..........................................................503-719-3969 / budigtim@gmail.com 

OMAHA 
112 North Duck..............................................................................J. E. Van Horne................................................. 402-210-9378 / je@112northduck.com
Back Alley.......................................................................................Bob Karr.................. 402-672-7300 / backalley@cox.net / www.backalleyomaha.com
Banjo Loco......................................................................................Blind Burrito............................................................................................402-850-0245 
Blue House with the Rent to Own Horns.......................................Joe Putjenter..........................................................402-658-2222 / joe@artisticsign.net
Blues Angels...................................................................................A.J. Foyt...........................................................402-968-5593 / mfoyt15@hotmail.com
BluesEd...........................................................................................Michael and Pamela Klein........................................................directors@bluesed.com
Blues Society of Omaha All Stars...................................................Craig Balderston......................................................... 402-208-1068 / dudup@cox.net 
Chuck Brown and the Basement Devils..........................................Chuck Brown...........................................................................................402-610-1522 
Daddy Mac & the Flak....................................................................Bucky McCann..................................... 402-871-4770 / buckymccann72@yahoo.com
The David Diaz Project...................................................................David Diaz...................................................402-547-6633 / soundrevolution@cox.net
Dodge Street Band..........................................................................Gage Wiggins........................................... 402-926-9156 / wiggdogg1049@gmail.com
Elwin James and the Way Outs.......................................................Patrick Peters...................................................402-292-6435 / zappothesane@aol.com
George Walker.................................................................................George Walker..........................................................................................402-871-1469 
Hector Anchondo Band...................................................................Hector Anchondo....................................402-215-3956 / hectoranchondo@gmail.com
Johnny Reef & the Shipwrecks.......................................................Tommy Kriegshauser.................................402-517-8248 / tommykblues@yahoo.com
The Kris Lager Band.......................................................................Kris Lager................................................................................................402-304-7269 
Little Joe and Big Trouble...............................................................Little Joe McCarthy................................................... 402-680-2924 / rodeo1@cox.net
Luther James Band..........................................................................Luther James...................................................... 402-213-5234 / ljband58@gmail.com   
The Matt Gagne Blues Experience.................................................Matt Gagne..............................................................402-212-0694 / mgagne1@cox.net 
The Mighty Sapphire Kings............................................................Bill Ferleman............................................................................................402-658-1785 
OLUS..............................................................................................Joe Malnack.............................................................................................402-739-3681
Paul Scott Hoagbin Blues Band......................................................Paul Scott Hoagbin..........................402-359-0668 /  88wordssmyth5236@gmail.com 
Resident Lime.................................................................................Connor Swanson.......................................... 402-238-5526 / residentlime@gmail.com
The Rex Granite Band....................................................................Kevin Loomis...................................................... 402-306-9342 / rexgranite@cox.com
Rhythm Collective Reggae..............................................................Frank Fong...............................................................................................402-556-3568 
Rich Patton – Rich Blues and More................................................Rich Patton....................................................402-841-1110 / rpatton1947@gmail.com
Sailing In Soup................................................................................Gunnar Guenette......................................................................................402-599-9255 
Sebastian Lane Band.......................................................................Sebastian Lane................................... 402-705-2179 / bashmusicbooking@gmail.com
Soulfinger........................................................................................Barry Clark....................................................................................... thbear57@cox.net 
Spike Nelson Trio............................................................................Mike Nelson.............................................................................................402-612-1250 
Stan & The Chain Gang..................................................................Stan Spurgeon.............................................402-738-9225 / theconfidentials@me.com
Stephen Monroe..............................................................................Stephen Monroe.......................................................................................402-699-5905
Steve Lovett Blues Band AND Steve Lovett-Solo Acoustic Blues......Steve Lovett.............................................................402-660-7146 / deerscry@aol.com 
The Sub-Vectors..............................................................................Trenton Albers.......................................... 402-984-0777 / trentonalbers@hotmail.com
Susan Thorne Group.......................................................................Susan Thorne............................................................................................402-968-4991
Swampboy Blues Band...................................................................Tim Koehn..........................................402-830-0021 / tim@swampboybluesband.com     
Thrift Shop Radio...........................................................................K.C. Kelley..............................................................................................319-431-3508
Two Blue.........................................................................................A.J. Foyt.......................................................... 402-968-5593 / mfoyt15@hotmail.com
Vintage............................................................................................Charlie Ames.....................................816-678-8360 / vintagevideography@gmail.com

TABOR, Iowa
Rick Hillyard and more...................................................................Rick Hillyard............................................................................................712-420-1232
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17th Annual Wine,  
Blues, Beer and  

Hot Air Balloon Festival

Soaring Wings Vineyard & Brewing
June 5, 2021

Gates at 4pm  •  Music at 5:30pm
5:30 till 6:30 - Ninja Funk

7:00 till 8 - Mississippi Heat
8:30 till 9:30 - Toronzo Cannon

9:30 till 10:30 - 
Jam Session to close out the night!

$30 Tickets
$15 Ages 12-20  •  Free! 11 & Under

Tickets available at Etix.com and  
on-site day of show. 

17111 S 138th Street
Springfield, Nebraska

www.SoaringWingsWine.com

Social distancing and safety precautions  
are in place. See website for details.

The Festival’s mission is to:   
EDUCATE, EMPOWER & ENTERTAIN  

the Omaha, Nebraska community about  
North Omaha culture while bringing  

awareness to local, social and  
business resources.

Saturday, June 19, 2021 12pm-12am 
Malcolm X Memorial Foundation 

Outside Amphitheater 
3448 Evans Street, Omaha

Parade 10 am to Noon 
Festival Noon to 5:30 pm 
Concert 7 pm to Midnight

The Blues Society of Omaha is honored to  
sponsor some of our favorite artists at the  

Omaha Freedom Festival including the  
Bruce Katz Band and John Primer Band  

at the FREE family-friendly festival in the  
afternoon and the Keeshea Pratt Band,  

2018 IBC winner from Houston, TX  
at the evening concert.

Tickets for both the afternoon FREE  
festival and the evening concert event  

are available at eventbrite.com.

Event info at omahafreedomfestival.com



Blues Society of Omaha
President.................Mark Grubbs - mdgrubbs2612@gmail.com - 402-598-8644
Vice President .............................................. Glenn Bauer - hebegb50@gmail.com
Treasurer..................................................Sid Sidner - treasurer@omahablues.com
Assistant Treasurer.................................. Tammy Trahan - tatt623@hotmail.com
Secretary........................................................ Tamara Parks - tammyparks@cox.net
Volunteer Coordinators.......Lisa & Steve Krueger - volunteers@omahablues.com
Membership Coordinator.............Susan Keith - membership@omahablues.com
Merchandise Coordinator.........................Steve Keith - skeith6175@hotmail.com
Advertising Coordinator............................. Jay Anderson - j.spew75@gmail.com
Event Coordinator............................................Cinda Tully - cindat73@gmail.com
BSO Lincoln Representative............................ Jo Kreitman - joannkreitman@gmail.com
BluesEd Directors...................................Michael & Pamela Klein - Directors@BluesEd.com

Member
B E N E F I T S
☞ Monthly newsletter
☞ Special events, parties
☞ 10% off your bill on Mondays at 

BAILEY’S BREAKFAST & LUNCH, 
1259 S. 120th Street (next door 
to Bronco’s), Omaha, with your 
current BSO Donation Card

☞ Special pre-sale and discounted 
tickets to selected BSO events

…and more

Member
B E N E F I T S

Blues Notes Editorial Staff

Editor: 
JAY ANDERSON

j.spew75@gmail.com
Contributors:

Nancy Walsh, Dick Allen, Terry Sedivy,  
Glenn Bauer, Mary Elofson, Terry O'Halloran
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BSO BOARD OF DIRECTORS:
Richard “Dick” Allen.............................................allensphoto@cox.net
Mary Elofson..........................................................melofson57@cox.net
Terry O’Halloran.................................................blueterryo@gmail.com
Terry Sedivy............................................................ tsedivy@yahoo.com
Chris Shouse.........................................................shouse.cj@gmail.com

Friday, April 30th – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 
Josh Hoyer & Soul Colossal, Album release  

“Natural Born Hustler” celebration
Saturday, May 1st – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 

Daniel and The Deliverance, Bluegrass/Americana, 
performs unique covers

Wednesday, May 5th – 7:30 pm show 
Pete Fucinaro Quartet

Thursday, May 6th - 7 pm show 
Sailing in Soup, Acoustic Trio performing  

originals and well known covers
Friday, May 7th – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 

Mitch Towne featuring special guest Kyle Asche
Saturday, May 8th – 6:3- and 9 pm shows 

Latin Music Series presents: Andy William &  
The Nebraska All Stars, “El dia del Son Cuban”

Friday, May 14th – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 
Mitch Towne Trio with special guest Adam Larson

Saturday, May 15th – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 
Tyi Hakeem and Brown Suga

Friday, May 21st – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 
Blues Society of Omaha presents Lurrie Bell,  

Chicago Blues Guitar Legend
Saturday, May 22nd – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 

Marcus Lewis, David Hawkins, Mitch Towne
Wednesday, May 26th – 7 pm show 

Andre Vander Velde SOLO, singer songwriter
Thursday, May 27th – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 

Tim Kobza, Guitarist, Album Release
Friday, May 28th – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 

Nikki Boulay Sings Bonnie Raitt
Saturday, May 29th – 6:30 and 9 pm shows 
Hector Anchondo Band, Returns Home  

for this Special Concert

See jewellomaha.com for event info and tickets


